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 Who are you and what’s your relationship with 
Pasaje Seguro (‘Safe Passage’ in English)? 

Mila: I’m Mila Gárate. I’m from Santander, Cantabria, I’ve been part 
of the citizen group Pasaje Seguro since its origins, and, well, I’ve 
been here since the start and I’m continuing to be a part of it. 

Patricia: I’m Patricia Manrique, I’m also part of Pasaje Seguro, 
and just like Mila I’ve been here since the beginning. 

How, when, and where was this citizen’s collective born?

Patricia: Well, this collective was born in (to Mila) 2015, or 2016?

Mila: 2016

Patricia: In 2016, at the most visible moment of the refugee crisis. So I 
decided to get in contact with people in various collectives in Cantabria, 
in certain social centers, collectives, and so on, and we put together a 
wide call to action, because on a pan-European level, a manifestation 
had been put together for February 27. So we met in the Santander 
public library, we chose that as a neutral site, some place that was of the 
people, in order to call together the largest number of people possible. 
We called on people from collectives, but also for example many people 
that had entered the city’s political scene through 15M. We started 
to have preparatory meetings, and we convened that manifestation. 
We didn’t know if it was going to have a good reception, and it really 
surprised us, because in the people you could see an anxiety, a concern 
about the issue of the refugees and the disastrous or non-existent 
response on behalf of the european states including Spain. That worry 
brought the people into the streets. As a manifestation of people coming 
together in so many diverse ways, there was a big response from all 
kinds of people, all ages. So from there, we decided to gather all that 
energy, and as the manifestation wasn’t going to solve the problem on 
an international level, we decided to put together a working group.

What’s the legal form of Pasaje Seguro?

Mila: No, we don’t have a legal entity, we 
consider ourselves a working group.

Patricia: A citizen’s working group. And what brings us together is the 
common work we’re doing, we didn’t want to give it any legal status, 
not even as an association. A lot of times the press and the media get 
it wrong, saying it’s an association, that it’s an NGO, because apparently 
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when you’re dealing with human rights issues you have to be an NGO, which isn’t at 
all our case. We’re a political citizen’s work group, but that doesn’t have a legal form.

What media do you use to display your denouncements and demands?

Mila: Well, if this refers to economic resources, really through contributions made 
by members of Pasaje Seguro. Then at some points we’ve sold shirts, badges, 
pennants, which has helped us spread the message, raise awareness, and raise 
funds. Nothing more [has been a source of income], because sometimes money 
comes to us through some organization, for example a theatre group, or high schools, 
who dedicate the proceeds of something, a march in solidarity or some rummage 
sale, and they call us to come talk about our cause, they call us because we’re 
concerned with refugees –– that money doesn’t stay in Pasaje Seguro. That money 
goes to some project that we aren’t leading, but we always have some contact 
with. The first year, we had contact with Vicente, who was in, I don’t remember… 

Patricia: In Lesbos, a volunteer in Lesbos 

Mila: In Lesbos. Then, later we had contact with the collective Himaya (http://himaya.
es/es/). It’s a collective organized and run in Greece, but the people are Spanish –– 

Patricia: Yes, they’re Catalan, to be exact, some are from Catalonia. 

Mila: –– Yes, and they’re concerned with renting floors for the most vulnerable 
people and so on. So, money from high schools, that we’ve received for participation 
in marches of solidarity, we’ve sent it there. And we’re comfortable with that. 
They commit to telling the centers about how they’ve spent the money. 

How many people make up this citizen group?

Patricia: It’s hard to say because it depends on the time. Let’s see, looking at who’s on 
the mail list, there’s seventy-something people. Who went to the first meetings? That’s 
35, 40, 45. How many people are still here working day-to-day after the years? 10, 12, 
15. And it kind of varies, because there are also moments that coincide with critical 
moments in the news. We’re always trying to publicize what we do however we can, 
so that more people come, sometimes suddenly more people come to a certain event, 
an event, that mobilizes people, but it [the amount of members] varies. As far as age, 
it’s diverse, but we could say about thirty and up, because it’s something that young 
people, for example, have participated in very little. It’s been more older people.

Mila: Yes, in the beginning, when you [to Patricia] said there were 35, 40 people, 
there were more young people. But I think now I’d say it’s 30 and up.

Patricia: 40, maybe.

Mila: Maybe, yes.

Patricia: The people here now are the resistant ones, and as such, I’d say that the 
majority of them come from other experiences, other histories of commitment which 
if you think about it is what happens in a lot of collectives in the end. That in the 
end, those who stay are the most disciplined, and then there are a lot of people… 
the thing is that Pasaje Seguro isn’t a collective. We’re a citizen’s work group. So if 

http://himaya.es/es/
http://himaya.es/es/
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you ask me, “who participates in Pasaje Seguro?” Well, anyone who feels themselves 
represented by Pasaje Seguro. Now, if we’re talking about the nucleus that facilitates 
things and puts plans into motion and deals with the meetings every two weeks, 
etc, we’re those ten, twelve people. But if we were only those ten, twelve, I don’t 
know what would happen with Pasaje Seguro. The idea is, there’s a lot of people 
behind us, worried about this issue, it’s true that there’s less and less, we do have to 
recognize that, we’ve gotten used to that, we’ve gotten used to that. I like to think of 
Pasaje Seguro as a movement, and I feel more like I’m participating in a movement 
than in a working group. I consider myself a worker within a movement, I consider 
anyone a Pasajista (coined term meaning member of/believer in Pasaje Seguro) who 
sees the news and gets angry and sometimes goes out into the street to protest. 

Are there people who’ve migrated in the citizen’s group? 

Patricia: Migrant people, people who migrated? There haven’t been. Well, 
they’ve come to some meetings, and once a refugee came, but in general, 
no. Because, and we see this with the refugees and immigrants that we’ve 
collaborated with on a radio program where we do an interview every week,1 
these people had their own problems and maybe being part of this collective 
would be too much. But, well, no. Almost all of us are citizens of Spain. 

How do you function internally?

Patricia: Through assembly. 

Mila: Yes, through assembly. Who organizes it, who convenes the 
assembly? We share this work, Patricia has done a lot of it.

Patricia: I’m the facilitator of the group. 

Mila: Yes. And she’s inspired other people to take on for example calling together 
the meeting, selecting the crucial points to discuss, for which you have to be very 
involved in what’s going on. So, so far it’s been like this, there are various people 
who take on the roles of making the order of the day, so named in the classical way, 
and taking minutes as well. Then all the people really participate; as the meeting 
operates in the form of assembly, there are many people who present actions to 
carry out, really we’re never lacking in actions. And these actions, they’re almost 
always previously presented in writing, so there are people who maybe don’t 
propose actions themselves but they support them, and in a way they contribute 
to them, shape and develop tem, so it’s a very shared work. And then, from there 
are sub-groups, but they’re not all functioning all the time; for example, there’s a 
sub-group for the radio, the sub-group of two or three people who are in charge 
of the issue of the press, and a sub-group for education that isn’t always operative. 
So, we always try to make these groups function kind of independently, but 
linked together. What happens is the assemblies are short, and there’s no time 
to go over everything. So, we give the group all the information over email. 

Patricia: Yes, we just tell everything. Anyway, I’d also like to add to what Mila said about 

1 The program is called “Voces del vecindario,” or “Voices of the Neighborhood”: https://www.eldiario.
es/norte/cantabria/podcast/Programa-Voces-Vecindario-Radio-Migrante_6_862723748.html 

https://www.eldiario.es/norte/cantabria/podcast/Programa-Voces-Vecindario-Radio-Migrante_6_862723748.html
https://www.eldiario.es/norte/cantabria/podcast/Programa-Voces-Vecindario-Radio-Migrante_6_862723748.html
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learning a little about inside the collectives, that we often like to think that everything 
they do, they do together in common, and that’s not how it works. I personally do have 
the feeling that all the time we need a figure of facilitation, which, yes, generally has 
been me, someone concerned with… not just the tasks to do, because everyone brings 
up tasks, as Mila explained, but someone concerned supporting the group materially, 
which includes emotional issues, of how the group is, what things we can do, if this 
is the right moment to do this, if an action will be more motivating or frustrating, 
all that kind of thing. So, it’s important in the group that this work is shared around 
more. Because it’s a really invisible task, and I believe that in social movements we’ve 
learned very recently that it even exists, it’s often referred to as something that just “is 
done,” in the passive form like that. And I believe it’s really important that this task is 
covered and it’s given importance: determining how an assembly goes, what issues 
it can cover, how the people are, thinking about the people who disappear maybe 
because their mom is sick, or they have some problem. All those things really influence 
the work of the group. And I believe it’s necessary to have that figure of facilitation 
because this doesn’t just “get done” on its own. And if it does get done, what happens 
is that that duty falls on certain people in an invisible and kind of unfair way. 

Have you created any protocol for assemblies for 
the people who come for the first time?

Patricia: We facilitate that. We do sometimes do protocols but we have a problem 
with carrying out protocols because sometimes you make them in one moment, 
you want to set up a plan for how to receive a person, but then later you don’t 
carry it out. So, really I believe that what we have is facilitation. Not only on my part. 
Other people in the group take on that responsibility too. And we should demystify 
assemblyism (ie the philosophy and practice of work organized through assembly). 
I’m a firm believer in assemblyism, but assemblyism requires a lot of work, it’s not 
something spontaneous, and we don’t have protocols but there is consideration, 
there’s always work behind the scenes for the assemblies. Never, as far as I remember, 
have I gone to a Pasaje Seguro assembly where we got there without a plan. There’s 
always an order of the day, a person who’s going to be in charge of facilitating 
the meeting, a person who takes minutes, and various people in the group who 
I consider pretty empathetic and concerned with the people around them, who 
concern themselves with how the meeting functions. So, spontaneous it is not. 

Patricia, you’re the facilitator of the group, where did you learn to facilitate?

Patricia: Well, I’ve been an activist in movements since I was 18. But where I learned 
the most was really in 15M. Because I’d participated in many collectives, some very 
diverse assemblies, some really exhausting ones that generate frustration, and that 
was in, let’s say, homogenous collectives. Where I really learned to facilitate was in 15M 
because it wasn’t homogenous. So, if you go to a homogenous collective, you tend 
to think… the thing is, more or less there are things you take for granted, there are 
certain dynamics that are already marked out. In contrast, in 15M, you found yourself 
in the street with a ton of people. It was a really enjoyable experience, an activist’s 
dream, and you had to pay attention. I’ve learned to pay attention, or to spend a 
meeting looking at the faces of the people. Paying attention to the faces, the gestures, 
what issues they were focusing on, what they were generating, if there was a logic 
to what they were saying. So my fundamental learning from then on was in 15M. 

Indirectly, you’re talking about facilitation as an exercise in caretaking. Does that 
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way of understanding facilitation come to you from 15M, or from feminist study?

Patricia: Man, I came from… of course I have a grounding in feminism, and what’s 
more, the issue of caretaking has interested me in an abstract sense, as a part of 
feminine counterculture –– the women have these issues, we know how to care 
for people, and as far as politicizing this, it’s not just for the women but for the 
men to do too. Yes, of course, I got the idea from my feminism background, but 
in 15M I was able to put a lot of these things into practice. I saw them embodied, 
materially manifested, corporealized. And above all, finding a variety of profiles, 
finding yourself facing something totally open to the idea of assembly, the kind of 
meeting that requires care, that requires a rearguard, and what’s more, a rearguard 
that has to be minimally active in a lead role. Right now, we’re talking about 
this here because we’re analyzing it, but in the day-to-day as a facilitator I don’t 
have a leading role, not me or anyone else who facilitates, because in fact as the 
figure of facilitation you try to erase yourself a little, it’s another thing you have 
to learn, it’s really an exercise in generosity, because you have to erase yourself 
and kind of give up what you want in order to see what’s brewing, what’s coming 
together, and what the group wants or above all what the group is able to do. 

What other collectives or groups with aspirations or demands exist in 
the Spanish state? Do you work through a network with them? 

Mila: For example, with collectives similar to ours, in the rest of Spain, I would 
emphasize a few that sometimes we collaborate with and we have, we’re putting 
together pretty powerful actions, I believe. For example, we collaborated with –– 
and I’m talking about refugee organizations –– with Ongi Etorri (“Good Welcome” in 
Basque) in Bilbao. It’s not exactly that we work in a network, but we do share a lot 
of core work, and when those cores touch, we work together. The most adaptable 
to that is Ongi Etorri of Bilbao, with whom we share the theme “The war starts here” 
about the issue of weapons and weapon trafficking in the ports, first in the Port of 
Bilbao, and then the Port of Santander. We share a lot of information with them. 
There are other actions that we’ve done in an area of Spain, we’ve collaborated 
with the organizations from that area, like for example in Asturias, when they 
organized an action in 2017 for the presentation of the “Princess of Asturias” award 
to the European Union, they called us to the Oviedo assembly. In Burgos, another 
immigration rights organization has also gotten in touch with us to bring up the 
issue of the Expal weapons factory, which is in Paramo de Masa. They produce 
explosives and weapons and that’s where they load much of what’s coming right 
now to the Port of Santander, and is then brought to Saudi Arabia. That is to say, 
we have occasional contact with these organizations for specific reasons. I’ve also 
talked to Aurora, she’s part of Abriendo Fronteras (“Opening Borders,”) which has 
contact with Stop Mare Mortum and Abriendo Fronteras de Valencia, but not much 
contact. Really the one we have the most contact is Ongi Etorri, because we share 
the theme of “The war starts here.” Burgos is also “The war starts here, let’s stop it 
here” regarding the issue of weapons. So, ultimately, this is the issue that unites us. 

For many collectives and projects (prior to 15M), 15M has represented 
a moment of reorganization, recognition, and strengthening. 
What did this moment signify for this working group?

Patricia: On a level…. We could say, on a level of climate, that is 15M was really an 
environment, an atmosphere that led to later collaboration in Pasaje Seguro among a 
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really diverse group of people. And what’s more, it enabled people in various collectives 
to collaborate better with people who hadn’t been in collectives. So in that sense, 
yes. In the specific sense of people in Pasaje Seguro, if I’m not mis-remembering, the 
majority of people who attended the first meetings and continued to attend were 
the ones who already belonged to other collectives, and there were some people 
from 15M, people who’d specifically participated there, and then others who joined 
after the manifestation. And people who joined after, in fact a little bit ago one of 
our really active members joined. So, in regards to general climate, yes. Also, 15M 
brought focus onto the practice of assembly. I remember in Cantabria before 15M, 
and even the first day of 15M, there wasn’t the understanding of assemblyism that 
there is now. I was affiliated with the union CNT, and we were very clear on it there, 
and in other libertarian spaces, they were more familiar. But in other areas, assembly 
wasn’t, assemblyism wasn’t the typical practice. One of the great accomplishments 
of 15M was understanding that assemblyism wasn’t a tool linked with any one 
particular ideology but something that could be used as a very useful tool for 
collective work, and learning how to use it. So, in this more abstract sense, yes. As 
far as people in particular, I couldn’t say. But in this more abstract sense, yes. 

In the web, you write “We’re a citizen’s working group formed by anonymous people 
who refuse to accept the disastrous role that the European Union and its states are 
taking on regarding refugees(...)” Can you explain why, from your point of view, 
the role taken on by the European Union regarding refugees is “disastrous”? 

Mila: Well, in the first place, because of the failure to follow through on the 
commitments for refuge and asylum, that’s the origin of everything. In the second 
place, because of the agreements they’ve come to with the object of restraining the 
people in search of refuge, coming from a war or a hunger crisis, curbing access to 
the European Union and the agreements they’ve come to with unsafe countries so 
that they retain the would-be refugees, as was the case of Turkey, and then later also 
with Niger, with Libya, with Morocco, where you can already see what the European 
Union is wanting to do. In contrast with this, however, they’re emphasizing more 
and more the work of Frontex, increasing the budget to contract more agents. For 
example this summer in the discussion of the State of the Union, done by Jean-
Claude Juncker, there was nothing said about the issue of how to attend to refuge-
seekers. Nothing about this in particular, but it was said very clearly that for the year 
2020, they’re going to increase to number of Frontex agents to 20,000. This news 
was received very well by our new president. The other problem is the total lack of 
understanding that they have regarding saving people. NGOs started to do this work, 
but they started to criminalize the NGOs and confiscate their boats and leave them 
at the ports so they wouldn’t save people. Later, the ports closed, and the European 
Union does nothing, knowing that huge catastrophes are going to occur. The rescue 
coordination, which used to be in Rome, I think it was this summer when we started 
hearing that it had moved to Libya. Italy passed it to Libya. At first, I thought it was a 
temporary action, but as far as I can tell, Libya has the rescue coordination indefinitely.

Patricia: There’s an agreement about it, in fact.

Mila: So, right now, they deny the boats the licence to go to sea. 
It’s disastrous. It couldn’t be more disastrous. And it seems that 
path they’re on keeps getting more and more extreme. 

Patricia: It’s insanity because to start, it’s illegal. They’re disobeying all international law. 
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And it’s immoral. And what that immorality is leading to is an absolute loss of values, 
the few values that Europe had once had –– and it considers itself the birthplace 
of values –– and the increase of extreme right options that we’re seeing. It wasn’t 
a hurricane that suddenly brought these options here, but –– among other things 
–– the treatment of the politics of migration. And it’s also stupid because basically 
where all the European states are anchored is in a focus on the immediate financial 
present, that is, on money. That’s the only thing that interests them. The matter of 
human rights, as Mila explains, doesn’t interest them, but they’re not thinking of 
the long-term. They’re not handling a phenomenon as fundamental to our time as 
migration. Of course, in Pasaje Seguro, we don’t make distinction between refugees, 
asylum-seekers, or immigrants. That is, those who need to leave where they were born 
to look for a better life –– we can assume it’s not exactly enjoyable, because it’s one 
thing to travel or want an extended stay somewhere and it’s another thing to have 
to immigrate because there’s no other solution –– Well, that’s the great phenomenon 
of our times, and they aren’t paying attention to it. Why aren’t they paying attention? 
It would be really easy to look for one single cause, but it would be a lie; we’re in a 
neoliberal insanity, the system is taking on water from all sides, it’s not generating 
anything more than unhappiness and part of this infernal unhappiness comes from 
the looting and exploiting of other places. And they don’t know how to handle that, 
my sense is that they live in a continuous present. That is, they don’t think about 
tomorrow, they just go solving things as they go. Right now, for instance, they have a 
lucrative business regarding borders, public security, private security. This translates 
to an increase in funding for Frontex and in general companies that are profiting –– 
here in Spain there’s Indra, which apart from the whole issue of the border’s business 
is involved in the electoral business. So it’s all about the business and that’s what it 
is to live in a reality full of idiots, in the sense of having no commitment at all to the 
common good, not to mention being imbeciles because this situation is going to blow 
up in our faces. It’s already blowing up, it’s already generating problems that they 
don’t know how to solve. It’s immoral, it’s illegal, and it’s idiotic. All the i’s possible. 

Mila: Well, the agreement was made in 2016, no, 2015, in September when that 
drowned boy, Aylán Kurdi, appeared on the coast of Turkey. So of course, in the public 
opinion, everyone was shocked and scandalized. Before Aylán Kurdi, many children had 
died. What happened was that people seemed to respond to that image because it 
could have been our children or our grandchildren, the characteristics of his attire, his 
little clothes, so people were very emotional and of course they turned to the European 
Union, which met immediately and decided to welcome or relocate those in Greece 
or Italy, I don’t have an exact number, 160 or 170,000, the Spanish president Mariano 
Rajoy says 16,000… but nothing really changed. But there’s one thing that called my 
attention: two months after this, there’s the Valletta summit in Malta. African and Italian 
leaders meet up to analyze the issue of migrations, the human trafficking, mafia, and so 
on, and they say that we should curb all of this, but we really should work towards the 
development of Africa and create a fiduciary fund so that these funds can go towards 
developing and improving Africa at the same time as they can go towards stable 
migration. Immediately, we learned that –– according to Amnesty International –– in 
the Valletta Summit they were mixing two things. They were talking about cooperation 
when really they were talking about border control, because that money isn’t going 
to be for cooperation. That money’s going towards training the Nigerian police so 
the sub-saharans don’t make it North, it’s going toward Libya and then Morocco to 
essentially outsource the borders. What’s the first border they outsource? Where do 
they start? With Turkey. And in March of 2016, they gave Turkey a billion dollars to keep 
the Syrians essentially but also the Afghans and Iraqis who use that Oriental route to 
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pass through to Europe. They gave Turkey a billion euros, then the promise that they’re 
not going to have to get a visa to come to Europe, that they’re going to have an easier 
time entering the European Union and so on. So that’s kind of what happened.

Patricia: The Spanish state, I would add, the Spanish state knows all about outsourcing 
borders because the southern border of Spain is like Europe’s laboratory of 
migration. So the relationship that the European Union established with Turkey was 
the one Spain had been carrying out for many years with Morocco. Throughout 
the years, there have been negotiations with Morocco to control the borders, 
in fact throughout the years if you were vigilant you saw there were moments 
where people jumped over the fence because the Moroccan military relaxed it, 
under the orders of the government, because there was going to be a Spanish-
Moroccan meeting. So this had been going on for a long time. In the case of Spain, 
there were a lot of people throwing their hands up: Oh my God, how can they be 
outsourcing borders? Well, I’m sorry, but Spain has been doing that for a long time. 
And we’re talking about migration politics, which at that time was controlled by 
the PSOE (Socialist Workers’ Party of Spain). If I’m not misremembering, the first 
to lead these shameful policies in Europe were the PSOE, with the CIEs (Centers 
of Foreigner Internment) where they detain people up to sixty days in subhuman 
conditions, the whole matter of the CIEs. So the Spanish state, it shouldn’t have 
taken us by surprise because here, the southern border has been experimental 
grounds for exploring migration policy’s security, legal, and moral implications.

Elsewhere, it’s said that this citizens’ group completely rejects “the EU-Turkey Pact, 
internationally recognized as the ‘Pact of Shame,’ which violates international 
law protecting the right to asylum and refuge.” Can you explain the context of 
the signing of this agreement and its implications in the specific case of Spain? 

Patricia: It’s complicated. We had the luck, starting at the foundation, that among 
the people we work with, we have legal collaborators who we can rely on whenever 
we have doubts. So the cases are very diverse; in principle there’s a lot of mixing 
between refugees and asylum-seekers, and in fact often statistics combine them 
because within asylum there’s the possibility… it’s usually political asylum, but 
there’s also subsidiary protection which is for other causes, including humanitarian 
causes. For example, someone who’s sick in a country where it’s impossible to get 
the attention they need. So, they can request asylum, and in fact some Syrians 
have come here because there were people piled up like goods in a warehouse, 
there’s no other way to say it, in Greece. There were people with medical needs… 
I’m reminded of one paraplegic boy who was very sick, who needed immediate 
medical attention, and as they weren’t going to grant him refuge, they asked for 
humanitarian protection, which is under the umbrella of asylum. If they grant you 
asylum, you have permanent residence, and if they grant you subsidiary protection, 
you have to renew it every five years, and then there are humanitarian aids, which 
are one-time affairs –– but this would be better to talk to a lawyer about. 

Based on your own knowledge and experience, what are the main causes for 
requests for asylum and refuge by the people who ask for them in Spain?

Patricia: Seeking asylum and refuge, there’s been a crazy boom in recent years, 
Syrians, Afghans, Pakistanis, many Venezuelans, for Venezuelans more than coming 
into contact with them through Pasaje Seguro we’ve heard about them from 
organizations that work here that are dealing with the matter of asylum. And what’s 
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more, you see in the statistics from CEAR (the Spanish Commission for Refugee 
Aid) or from the government, and right now, there’s a crazy amount of people 
from Venezuela. But I there have also been a lot of Syrians. And the ones that have 
some chance at asylum, those are Syrians. The more painful cases, where we know 
they don’t have much of a chance: Afghans. Today Mila and I were talking about an 
Afghan boy, for example, charming, a hard worker, good people, who came here, 
got work (even though as an Afghan they didn’t give him anything automatically). 
He was working, he was already integrated, and then he had to leave his work and 
now he’s hidden in the house of a friend, without means –– living off of charity, 
having had to leave his job, waiting and hoping to be able to get support to get 
papers some other way, because the Afghan cases in general are very painful. 
I don’t know if Mila wanted to add anything else about the nationalities…

Mila: What I know is on a national level, when they talk about refugee priorities...
In that sense, an Afghan person has less possibilities, but I’ve also seen, 
well, I’ve read about many times when someone asks for asylum –– not only 
in Spain but in the rest of Europe too –– and they’re Syrian, if they’re from 
somewhere and the war isn’t taking place there in that moment, they won’t 
give them asylum because in that moment there’s no war in that zone, even 
though it might exist two hundred or three hundred kilometers away. 

Patricia: Well, two out of every three aren’t granted asylum, and that’s being generous. 

Mila: Very few get it. And even refuge –– because here one of the questions that 
we’ve asked of the delegation of the government of Cantabria is how many refugees 
Cantabria receives. What nationalities? What happens after those eighteen months 
of refuge? Well, we’re waiting for a response, we don’t have a response to that. 

Your work also includes demanding safe routes and a dignified welcome to people 
soliciting refuge and asylum. Can you tell us how the arrival process usually 
is for someone who comes to Cantabria in search of asylum? What realities do 
they find when they get to Cantabria? How is their process of integration?

Patricia: I can’t answer in just one way, but they’re stories of immense suffering. 
Right now, I’ve just thought of the most recent powerful story, a father, or, well a 
family -- the one who talked with us was the father -- he was in MPDL (the Spanish 
organization Movement for Peace, Disarmament, and Liberty), in that organization 
where we know everyone who works there, and I know that there are really good 
people working there with the resources they have, very conscious that they have a 
really short program, that eighteen months doesn’t leave time for much. But the issue 
is that this man told me, well, he was falling apart because he had a son in, I don’t 
remember where exactly but just imagine, I have one son in Syria and the daughter 
in Libya. Libya. So this man, he was destroyed, and he brought his wife and she too 
couldn’t do anything but cry. The man talked because the woman just cried. Because 
they couldn’t be okay because they had a family that wanted to reunite, and they 
couldn’t. They couldn’t. There was no way. They went to this program but you have to 
understand a program is a concrete thing, that is, it can’t perform miracles. Of course 
it can make everything better that it can. This program has language classes, they do 
activities, they help the clients with paperwork, they help them look for visas, because 
sometimes they have difficulties acquiring visas. But this guy wasn’t content. And 
someone could say “fuck, how can they complain?” which is what any oblivious racist 
would say, but the thing is they have a daughter on one side of the planet and a son 
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on the other, they can’t be happy like that, so it’s a really complicated situation. It’s a 
terrible situation. And there are many many stories like this. About boys, about one 
Palestinian boy who wouldn’t talk, a Palestinian refugee, and now he’s started to say 
a few words, but he literally didn’t talk at first. There are people with terrible trauma. 

Is Pasaje Seguro a tool facilitating these people’s integration and 
accompaniment, or does it center around political work? 

Patricia: Political work, which doesn’t mean we don’t form relationships with people, 
because within our political work, for example, every week here we do a radio show 
interviewing migrants or refugees. Obviously, you know those stories. Once, we were 
notified by a lawyer who works for Pasaje Seguro -- he didn’t work for us then, he 
joined later -- about a sub-saharan boy whose age they tested through X-ray. This 
system has a two-year margin of error and, and as they’ve already done to tons of 
sub-saharan minors, the government of Cantabria insisted that he was older and 
wanted to expel him. So we went in and of course established relationships and so 
on. The people who come here now come through what the Ministry of Jobs and 
Immigration decides and through an NGO called MPDL (El Movimiento por la Paz, el 
Desarmamento, y la Libertad; The Movement for Peace, Disarmament, and Liberty). 
So they’re the ones who are welcoming the refugees, they have an eighteen-month 
program to welcome them. There are also people who go to Red Cross, and Red 
Cross does their work. In the moment of greatest chaos, in the beginning, this citizen’s 
collective was launched as well, it’s currently an NGO called “Cantabria Actúa” and 
it’s been more proactive because they’ve been to Greece and established contacts 
there, and there were people who came here. And the people who are here, as these 
programs sometimes last eighteen months and then are completely done, Cantabria 
Actúa has worked a lot on cultivating relationships with the clients and looking for 
jobs for them, or other tasks. I just thought of a beautiful example to share. There 
was an Afghan boy who was really depressed, and his dream had always been to 
play the guitar. So there was a mobilization among the contacts of people who knew 
him, and we got someone to give him guitar lessons to raise his spirits. That kind 
of thing is what Cantabria Actúa does. What we do is a different kind of work, and 
sometimes it puts us in direct contact with immigrants and refugees, of course.

Mila: For example, for six years, there has been this movement, Citizens against 
Healthcare Exclusion, I’m a part of that movement and when Spain got rid of 
universal health care and for the immigrants without residence permits, who were 
left without a health card, we accompanied them to the doctor, we didn’t leave 
until they served them, and in the end we got a kind of local order at the level 
of autonomous region, that they must be served. Although they still have to be 
accompanied [by documented residents]. And in this sense, I’ve had contact with 
immigrants in accompanying them through the national healthcare system.

18. It’s interesting that the defense of human rights has become an urgent 
issue of the welfare States, and yet it’s the NGOs or groups like this who 
take on the role of denouncing violation of the same. What has your 
relationship with the institutional environment been like up until now?

Patricia: Well, our relationship with Institutions has been that we demand that they 
carry out their duties. We had a discussion before about what lines of work we want 
to carry out as Pasaje Seguro, and we understood that it was absolutely necessary 
do the work of raising awareness and of auditing the institutions. Even with this, 



though, because sometimes life brings you to things like this and we aren’t rigid, 
we’ve had to become involved with certain issues you could call aid, like for example 
working with Himaya, and what they do is rent places for people who were tossed 
in Greek concentration camps or industrial ships, which was a completely inhumane 
thing. So we’ve had to do this. But our work above all is auditing, an auditing that 
there are various ways to do. In Cantabria we have representatives with very good 
intentions but zero competency, who when you talk with them, they ask you to 
suggest things, and you say, “Listen, the thing is that’s your job. We’re paying you 
for that.” It’s a farce, but even so, we’ve collaborated on things on an educational 
level. On a state level, we’ve had zero collaboration because the Popular Party 
government doesn’t care about these things, it’s in their DNA and in their ideology. 
They didn’t fulfill their host commitments, we’re one of the countries who has 
least fulfilled their commitments in Europe, without any sort of problem causing 
that. What’s really bad is that the government has changed, the socialist party 
has entered and now they’re demonstrating bad management. They’re detaining 
Proactiva Open Arms and not letting them go out and rescue people. So that’s our 
relationship with institutions, it’s auditing and constantly proving their incompetence 
and how little they care about this matter. We come to the same conclusion, it’s a 
massive irresponsibility because right now, there’s a lot of right-thinking politicians 
getting scared about the boom in extreme right. But the thing is, if you sow winds, 
you reap storms. That’s what’s happening. That’s the relationship we have. 

19. You denounce the port authority of Santander, could 
you explain the context of this denouncement? 

Mila: To explain a little, everything started March 8, 2018, when our colleagues at Ongi 
Etorri warned us because this ship, this cargo ship called Bahri, from Saudi Arabia, 
had for at least the past year come periodically to the Port of Bilbao. It would load up 
there on weapons to be used in the Yemen War. What happened? There were a lot 
of manifestations, and then one day -- March 8th -- when we were in the middle of 
a manifestation, a colleague told us, “Listen, the ship’s here.” Because the people in 
Bilbao who were controlling the geo-locator system and noticed that it was getting 
closer to Bilbao, suddenly their geo-locator malfunctioned and when it started working 
again, they saw that the ship was in Santander. So we started the action there. We 
moved to the port and we started to do a series of actions. Every month, we visited 
the port. We wrote to the port authority and then also to the online platform Change.
org, and we gathered almost twenty thousand signatures, no more because we 
stopped asking in order to present what we had to the port authority. There, we 
asked for an explanation and so on, and they didn’t respond to us. Every time there’s 
a ship, we all gather on the port with a big banner that says “The war starts here!” 
and another banner of Pasaje Seguro, sometimes with people from Pasaje Seguro, 
other times also with people from other organizations, and sometimes neighbors 
from the area, as Patricia was telling me. It’s not that it’s a huge concentration of 
people. So this summer, there was really good media coverage through El Faradio [a 
progressive Cantabrian newspaper], and the most recent thing has been an interview. 
As they didn’t give us the interview we asked for at first, we sent a letter to all of the 
council members and the port authority because they were going to have a meeting 
before long. It was a letter where we essentially demanded that they ask the state 
attorney about the legality of this sale, of this weapons trafficking from here, which 
breaks many laws, particularly 53/2007 about the control over maritime commerce 
and defense material and double use, and they break that because you can’t use it 
when there are sufficient indications that they’re being employed in the violation of 
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human rights, as they are in the case of Yemen. In addition to this law, there are many 
more; we also asked them about Automatic Identification System (SIA in its Spanish 
initials) given that at least on three occasions, the first time and two times after that, 
the ship didn’t have its [geolocator] system functioning, which is very dangerous for 
the port and for other ships it could come across. They’d said that it was because it 
had been damaged, but there isn’t any evidence of any part of that system having 
been damaged. Patricia, various other colleagues and I went to that meeting with 
Ina Robles, this basque firefighter who raised the issue when they refused to load 
up the ship when they knew that it was weapons, and he offered fairly exhaustive 
information about what conditions of security must be met by material held at 
the port to be loaded. So we’d already sent that previously to the members of the 
council, but what they tell us is that they aren’t taking requests or even questions 
on the issue. It wasn’t included as a point in the order of the day, but rather in 
the director’s report, something that doesn’t allow for any decisions to be made, 
it’s purely informational. So, then we decided to bring it up again and request the 
minutes, which still haven’t been given to us, to see how the issue is being treated. 

Patricia: The response of the institutions has been null. Good intentions, everyone 
supports us on an individual level, as much the government delegation as the 
president of the port authority, but zero proactivity at the moment of proving that 
they’re breaking laws, and that it’s as illegal as it is immoral. So what we’ve decided 
to do after a considerable round of of having exhausted all these paths is to turn to 
the legal side. If they’re not following the law, we have a legal team of anonymous 
citizens working as lawyers who, well, I’m redacting here, we still don’t want to say 
what exactly we’re doing in order to not let the cat out of the bag, but we’re going 
to go to the courts to settle this legal question because they can’t just keep passing 
the ball, making us lose time meanwhile the weapons keep arriving. What’s certain 
is that in December the ship Bahri was supposed to arrive, and it hasn’t. So it would 
be really nice to think that as we’re insisting so much on the issue of the disabled 
security system it had to be sanctioned and that costs money, and after a series of 
other flagrant, evident things, maybe the ship is thinking of getting supplies from other 
places. Our goal is not just that they leave here, it’s that we the citizens keep kicking at 
them from all areas until they can’t do this anymore, because in fact there are various 
european countries that have suspended the weapons trade with Saudi Arabia. 

What is the value of the media coverage that’s come from this complaint?

Patricia: The complaints we’ve lodged up until now haven’t been through legal 
channels but rather administrative ones. What we’ve done is ask for meetings. 
And people do come to the meetings, because every time we write a letter or 
ask for a meeting, we make sure to notify the press; our job is to be completely 
transparent about our every move so that the authorities are revealed in their 
ineffectiveness. So we’ve met with the government delegate and alerted the press 
before and after. Through our social networks, email and such, we inform all the 
pasajistas in the world about every action that we carry out, and of course we send 
this information to the media as well. And I have to say that some of the media 
in Cantabria are really taking notice, as well as some of the national media who 
haven’t been able to avoid it because the issue has grown since PSOE suggested 
that they might stop selling weapons to Saudi Arabia, and then backing out in that 
trademark political balancing move of PSOE. So various media and the state took 
notice [of Bahri]. All this is valuable because it sheds light and shows what they’re 
not doing, that they’re not doing their jobs. In that regard, media does have value.
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From your experience and thinking of realities like the weapons 
trafficking or the causes for the search for refuge and asylum, do 
you think the people of Spain are well aware of these issues?

Patricia: Let’s see. I understand perfectly well that people don’t understand everything. 
In fact, it’s not normal for us to have to understand so many things. It wouldn’t be 
normal, or fair, or sustainable for us to spend our lives studying these issues –– I 
don’t know if six years ago Mila or I knew the difference between refuge and asylum 
or if we knew the regulations for weapons of double use. The thing is, it wouldn’t 
have to be like that. It’s part of the context of this global disorganization where we’re 
paying institutions which are super far from the people themselves, institutions that 
outside of the town level they don’t have any idea of what… we don’t have any idea 
what they do, and they don’t have any idea about us. So it’s normal for people not 
to know. It’s great for the people to be concerned about things as they happen, 
and obviously we’d like to have more company, and the more people there are, the 
better, but we can’t blame the people for not knowing about these things in a planet 
where we live globally. About 10-15 years ago, maybe there were things you had an 
excuse not to know. Now, today, you go on Twitter or your open the internet and 
you’re informed about everything that happens on the planet, so we’re in a moment 
of crazy planetary responsibility much bigger than ourselves. We know what’s 
happening all over and we have this closeness over the internet with places all over, 
which is difficult to manage. It would be really good for the people to be concerned 
with some issue, it would be marvelous for them to relate to certain issues and 
collaborate more in others. But you also have to understand that the people have 
their own lives, and life doesn’t give us time to deal with all the global absurdity. 

Mila: I believe it also happens that our topics of concern, as much the matter of the 
weapons as the matter of the refugees and immigrants, are represented in a very 
contaminated way in the public opinion. I’m not on Facebook or Twitter, but really 
they present the refugees in a very contaminated way, of saying “They’re coming 
to take our jobs.” Above all, it’s negative not so much toward someone who comes 
from a war, but toward someone who flees because their native land is being 
exploited in a way that we’re benefitting from, such as in Africa for example, or they 
[Europe and the West] have stolen their lands, this happens a lot in Latin America, 
and they kill the resisters like Berta Cáceres. The way these issues are shown is 
very contaminated. They say things like “The immigrants and refugees are going 
to bring down our level of welfare and what’s more, they’re a security risk.” That’s 
the information that comes to the people. And regarding the issue of the weapons, 
they say they don’t close the factories because it would mean losing jobs. Look 
how they presented the case of the Cádiz arms factory, how the people came out 
to defend their jobs. At some point, we’ll have to go back to the beginning and 
convert these companies. They present this very contaminated information to the 
public, infused with fear, and because of this the people say no to refugees and 
immigrants. So I think a lot of responsibility lies in the field of communication.

Patricia: Yes, they’re represented by certain media sources that we could point out 
in Spain like El País, El Mundo, the media with partisan bias, first to PSOE or the 
Popular Party and now Citizens, which is is the Popular Party in a more ‘maxi-
single’ fascistoid version, but more or less it’s the same. So, there are media sources 
that have a lot of money, and then there are other media sources that offer a 
different kind of coverage. In the Spanish state we have ElDiario.es which has a 
stupendous section called Desalambre, or El Salto for example, or here in Cantabria, 
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El Faradio which has some marvelous coverage. So it’s not the media itself, it’s that 
the same people in control on a political level are also in the media industry. 

From your activity, I see that you work in the field of unregulated education in 
processes of unlearning stereotypes and cultural categories. Do you participate or 
collaborate with social and educational centers in the formation of these matters? 

Mila: I believe that of the first actions in 2016, we wrote a letter to certain schools, 
primary, secondary, and high schools, saying basically that we existed, that we could 
collaborate with them, we could offer certain material. I always say it with a bit of 
humility, because really it’s not like we have everything. And there’s been interest, 
and we’ve worked on-demand. So I believe that we’ve been requested in four types 
of ways. The first I’ve already mentioned before, when the centers are going to put 
on a race in solidarity for example, or a flea market, and in different years they give 
the proceeds to different causes. So ultimately, on a few occasions they’ve called 
us to go visit all the classrooms in the school. It’s almost always elementary school 
in these cases. Then, other times, sometimes parent organizations call us, in order 
to attend some center related to some week of cultural activities or activities of 
solidarity. Sometimes, not at the same time but sometimes other organizations 
have participated in these, like Cantabria Acoge (‘Cantabria Welcomes’ in Spanish). 
Other times, executive teams of centers call us for a subject called “Values,” which 
is an alternative to religion in primary school. So we help in that way, on demand. 
At the centers’ requests. Then another question is how the matter of immigrants 
and the values of welcoming or of solidarity or human rights are handled in the 
curriculum. There, you can see, is a point where the teacher could get caught up, 
working on this subject. I’ve interviewed people, some from the education faculty 
and others teachers or professors of secondary school, for them tell me a little 
about what it’s like. It seems like in primary school, in all the courses, Values is 
about respecting groups of different origins, the issue of universal human rights. 
Then, as far as conceptual content, it appears a little bit in fifth and sixth grade 
in primary school as something relating to migration and immigration. What 
that means, according to a teacher I spoke with, is that there are points in the 
curriculum where you can get caught up in that if you want, to be able to deal 
with these topics and the impact that they’re having right now. What happens 
is the curriculum is really broad, there’s very little time, and you need a really 
conscientious professor to see where these issues are relevant at different points 
in the curriculum even if they aren’t named explicitly. The issue is that you don’t 
always have this, except in special centers. And in secondary education, there are 
more opportunities to talk about all of this. The person I talked with in secondary 
school told me that there are moments, particularly in ESO (obligatory secondary 
school) where they talk about human geography, population movements, and there 
they bring up the issue of refuge and asylum specifically, and also the UN, the EU, 
and the European Council. That is, there are points in that curriculum where you can 
work on these issues. What happens is that you still need a conscientious professor 
to explain the contemporary importance of the subject. I’ve been a teacher too, 
and I think that what we need to worry about is not the curriculum as much as 
the educators. And how do we do this? By training teachers to be reflective, by 
encouraging the formation of teams, even just of two people, to try to get rid of 
all the rampant rumors attached to migration, by selecting relevant content from 
a moral and social point of view –– because the teacher can select content, by 
putting together a vision of migratory movements from the perspective of human 
rights, that is, constructing a vision of migration that’s more linked to consideration 
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of human rights. I think that that’s where it is, that’s where it’s always been. It’s 
nothing new. There has always been this issue of where things were going. 

Patricia: One of the collaborations we’ve had in the general umbrella of cooperation 
which also concerned matters of education is courses of professional training. 
Two years ago, they were offered in the CEPAS (Educational Center for Adults in 
its Spanish initials), and then for example we also collaborate a lot with Amnesty 
International, in fact some members of Amnesty International are also part of Pasaje 
Seguro, and throughout various years we’ve put on a race, “Run for Syria,” which in 
recent years, above all in the last two years, apart from including minors, it includes 
work in the educational centers, always with the doubts of if we’re doing work 
that they need to do themselves. But, well, it’s not being done, and it’s necessary 
to somehow enter the sphere of the kids, which is where we have to work from, 
there’s been work done in the centers and we’ve sent materials to the professors. 
In fact, throughout the time that we’re working, we’ve made a kind of archive 
with videos, materials, PowerPoints, and things like that for professors as well. 

Do you have an archive of materials that can be consulted online?

Patricia: I think so, we have everything stored, but not available for the whole world. 
We have a web page. Of course, what you want to do is one thing, and what you can 
do is another, but we have a web page where we’ve often talked about putting up the 
materials. Right now we’re in the middle of organizing all the material, we have a lot of 
material generated by Pasaje Seguro throughout these years. A colleague focusing on 
the issue of the archives is going to organize it, we’re going to select parts, and maybe 
then we could make them publicly available because here we really work according 
to demand, we do everything we can, so in the end, we’ve stored information but 
we have to analyze it, organize it, and so on, and we haven’t gotten to that yet. 

How do you think your work has been received in Cantabria?

Patricia: I think it’s been good. It’s been a gradual decline, because consideration 
of this topic has decreased, and, well, that’s a tendency that shouldn’t surprise us 
because I think that it happens in almost every issue. There’s a boom period, then 
a period of decline, and then everything’s still there, because it’s all calmed down. 
But in general, as I’m in charge of the mail and social media of Pasaje Seguro, one 
of the things that has kept my hopes up many times is to feel that Pasaje Seguro 
is something more than just us, because of people write us asking if they can go to 
meetings or participate. They’ve offered rooms, they’ve offered jobs. So in the first 
place, I believe that people were really grateful that we existed. I get that feeling, as 
we said at the beginning of the interview, that there was a big response because 
people are seeing the images in their houses and, as busy as we are, these are images 
that are going to go down in history because this is an intolerable inhumanity. So I 
believe that the local media and the journalists have accepted that they’re implicated 
in this territory, they’ve given us a fair amount of coverage. People are grateful for 
the work Pasaje Seguro does, I think –– and I first think of the journalists because 
I talk more with them –– but also people in general, because Pasaje Seguro is not 
sectarian; we’re dealing with a subject that’s absolutely transversal, so all kinds of 
people with all kinds of religion have collaborated with us. We’ve worked with atheist 
libertarians alongside Christians, and we’ve done that in the church of the Christians. 
I think that in general it’s been really appreciated. With time, we’ve converted 
ourselves into something like what’s here, something that worries me a little because 
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I believe new collectives need to keep emerging to deal the issues of refuge, asylum, 
and migration with other perspectives. Part of our work is not to act like this is our 
position, that Pasaje Seguro is there for all the needs of immigrants and refugees, 
because people with other perspectives are always needed, other kinds of actions 
and so on. But I believe that in general, people are grateful that, in the absence of 
more things, Pasaje Seguro is there, and they can go for instance to a manifestation 
and feel like, this issue, more or less precariously, is being covered by someone. 

Mila: Yes, I think so. I also have the idea that you just mentioned, that there are 
people who just come when we organize some manifestation or demonstration, 
and I think to myself, so these people were just waiting to see if we put something 
together? So that seems good to me, because those are the people that we want 
to make aware, that we want to join in manifestations. Then there are other times 
when we’ve done actions that I personally really like, that seem interesting to 
me, and we’ve done them for varying purposes. For example, passing out flyers 
with different themes, for example, about the ship, or this summer, when they 
suddenly deported so many people from Ceuta, regarding the sudden deportations. 
So we distribute the flyers to the people, and we talk. I like that action. 

Patricia: I should say that we don’t pass out flyers in the typical way of political 
collectives. For example, we did a campaign through “pass it so it passes” it’s a 
kind of game where you have a very pretty card with the phrase “Pass it so it 
passes” on the back, and we explained to the people, “Look, we give it to you, 
and then when you go to dinner or something, you give it to some friend, to 
make them do it,” so people feel like they’re participating in something. Or, for 
the flyer about the ship, we did a kind of game too. Basically, you go out on 
the street and there’s so much publicity, and the people are so tired of boring 
pamphlets, ideas with a lot of writing and not much understanding of the people’s 
reality. So the pamphlet distributions that we’ve done are kind of special.

Mila: Well, some of ours are kind of like that too ––

Patricia: Some are boring, but others escape that fate ––

Mila: But what I was going to say is that there’s a big difference in how different 
people receive them. Of course, sometimes the people receiving them know us, 
others don’t, and they say, “Oh, how great that you’ve gotten involved with this, thank 
you, this situation is so horrible.” And others who don’t know us, a fair amount of 
them, say, “Okay, but what is this going to do?” Sometimes they say really horrible 
things. Few times, but what it means is that the information hurts the people’s 
souls, and many refuse it because they’re thinking, “They’re taking what’s ours.” 
And I think that that bad reception is due to this campaign that’s so badly oriented, 
or so well oriented from one perspective, of making people think that this will be 
the end of everything, that we won’t be European or Spanish any more, we’re all 
going to be Muslims and Africans and so on. So in my experience, when they tell 
you these things in such a violent way, the best thing to do is stop talking and walk 
away. But it’s necessary to reflect on everything we are and how our wealth is the 
product of exploitation, I don’t know if it can still be worth something or not… 

What you do is an unpaid job. How do you combine it with the rest of your life? 

Patricia: Of course it’s a job because it’s a responsibility, and that’s very personal for 
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everyone. From my point of view it’s a responsibility, something that I do because if 
I don’t do it, it feels unbearable. In fact, once you stop and try to distance yourself 
from it, you realize that you really need to feel connected with the world and you 
can’t bear the injustice, that’s what brings you to this kind of work. And as it’s a job, 
I’ve spent various years thinking about how to make it sustainable, although that 
doesn’t mean I always manage that in practice. And it has to do with what we were 
talking about earlier about facilitation. Also, working in a group, you have to think 
about sustainable dynamics because there’s a lot of that revolutionary imaginary 
of “tomorrow we’ll take the winter palace,” but while you can work the maximum 
short term, when this is a constant work and there’s a lot to do, you have to make it 
sustainable. So, I take it as work, I try to make it sustainable, and as it’s also real work, 
I put a lot of discipline into it. And I would like, in general, for more discipline to be a 
part of it because I believe that with discipline and organization –– the importance of 
organization should never be forgotten –– it makes it more sustainable because the 
work is shared better, and you organize yourself better too. So yes, it’s work, it’s a work 
rooted in commitment to the world, but it’s still work. It’s a kind of work associated 
with the work of surviving. People sometimes think that activism is a profession. And 
it can be, in certain cases. But for the activists I’ve worked alongside all my life, none 
of them have had activism as a profession. I have my job as a professor, my job as 
a journalist, which oftentimes is in an activist capacity and is unpaid, which is to say 
that I have one thing to live off of, and then many more hours of my time dedicated 
to various activisms. It’s difficult to do it all sustainably, because it’s true that many 
times you cut yourself off from relationships, pleasures, and other things because, 
for example when you dedicate yourself to the issue of the press or networks, you’re 
working all day. Furthermore, your job is to write, you have to just sit and write. But 
if you don’t do it… it’s a job that I’ve tried not to do, and if I don’t do it, the injustice 
eats away at me. So at least you have the compensation of knowing that you’re doing 
what you’re doing because you have to. But of course, we need a job to be able to pay 
for the necessary materials of this work, which as we’ve already said we do for free. 

Mila: My case is different because I have a pension, I’m retired, so I don’t work right 
now, not in the sense I used to. But well, I do see it as a job for myself, if I compare 
it with the work that I’ve had during all those years, it is a work, because I can’t 
just say “Well, now that I’m retired, I’m going to see what’s going on in the library 
today, let’s see, I think there’s a meeting.” No. Because you can’t be like that. So I 
have more time than Patricia can have, but I am busy, my head and my time are 
fully occupied. And I’m not very good with social media because of my age, so I 
fight with it a lot, it slows me down a lot… sometimes I say to Patricia, “Look, tell me 
if you got the attachment I tried to send you, because I don’t know if it worked.” 
So I have my struggle, and I always have someone to help me, but I do think of it 
as a job. Regardless, it’s not something that I can leave. I’m very much a traveler, I 
travel, and sometimes I turn down [chances to travel] because I can’t leave work 
because I’d feel awful about myself. I want to do it. I do it because I want to. And 
it’s enough, one day, to read an article and see what’s new every day, just to charge 
your batteries a little. And then there’s the group, because it’s been a long time 
and you establish connections and friendships with the people, and at the end 
of the meeting, we finish by drinking a beer, that’s something really important. 

Patricia: Yes, it’s good for the soul, that’s the truth.

Mila: So, like you said, sometimes when we’re going to do something, I 
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put on the song Canta el pueblo2 [both begin to sing: The town sings its 
song / no one can stop it / This is the music of a town that decides to 
welcome [immigrants] / If the beating of your heart / Echoes the beating 
of the drum / Then the future will be born when tomorrow comes]

Patricia: It’s really good, that song. 

Mila: It’s really beautiful, it’s from Les Miserables.

Patricia: It’s a job that has many compensations. There’s no financial compensation, 
but there are other forms. I don’t know, it occurs to me that doing art or 
writing is also work, but they’re work that you do because you want to do 
them, and many good things will come into your life because of it. 

How do you keep up hope to motivate your work, and how do you deal 
with the impotence and political discontent of the majority?

Patricia: I think that for a time now, and this also has to do with that I’m forty four years 
old, I’ve been motivated more by discipline than hope, because there’s something 
deep down that I believe in. I believe in common work for the common good, I believe 
in people, those are the faiths that are my foundation. So I keep on mainly through 
discipline. But in reality, there is hope when I see the video, for example, from Cabezón 
[de la Sal], and I see ordinary people, not people from hyper-conscientious collectives 
but ordinary people, it’s people who come out from all over, all ages, all kinds of 
people, and they sing a song together. Those things make you feel hope, there are 
certain moments that give you hope. But maybe as time goes on, this is more discipline 
than hope. But within that discipline, there’s also the state of constantly asking yourself, 
“Let’s see, how do I like this?” “What am I getting out of this?” and if I see that I’m not 
getting anything, what do I have to change so that I can? Because making this work 
sustainable, it does require a bit of hope. This and everything else in life. Working for 
money to survive, there has to be an aspect of hope in that, every action has to have 
some hope in it, the art you practice and the things you do… so, when there isn’t that 
hope, you have to look for it. There’s no specific solution. It’s just that you go looking 
for the handholds and footholds that support you, and there are many of them.

Mila: I identify with a good amount of what you’re saying. Sometimes you don’t always 
have hope. It’s pretty easy for me to find hope. But you’re not always hopeful, so I 
try to work on it, above all when I have to sit down at the computer and see how 
I’m managing such-and-such program and maybe it takes all of an afternoon, and 
I could have spent that time reading my novel. In those moments, I say, “Shh, stop, 
I’m going to work on it before,” and I try, because I’m someone who believes in 
enjoying or at least trying to enjoy everything, I say, “Let’s see how I can find some 
enjoyment in this!” And I remember to enjoy meeting or seeing the faces of the 
children when I go to the schools, or simply enjoying doing this because I really do 
like it, why should I see it as a black hole? So, I try to immerse myself in enjoying 
and connecting with a part of myself that knows how to enjoy things, and infuse this 
into what I do. Okay, sometimes it goes better than others, but it usually works. 

2 A Spanish translation of “Do You Hear the People Sing” from 
Les Miserables, adapted for contemporary activism
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...And it’s also hope-inspiring to see that now, after three or four years, you have 
these connections with people it’s nice to find yourself with, and you say, “Ah, 
today I have a meeting and I get to see so-and-so.” That’s what it is to humanize 
what we do. What we can’t do is work on the development of humanity and 
not be human with ourselves, each one of us, because I’m here in this world 
to develop myself as a person and to enjoy things and to forge connections 
with others. We can’t forget this, or we’ll become sad, tired activists.

Patricia: Deep down, we’re fortunate people, because I see a lot of people in daily 
life that are alone, and I don’t have that feeling, I haven’t had that feeling in my life 
because I always have somewhere to go to, someone to see, of course all these things 
generate a common space within the general common world, and within the common 
spaces of all the collectives, of the people that connect with each other, and this is a 
lucky thing to have. And of course, it’s hard work at times, but the thing is that if we 
didn’t have it, we’d be a bunch of really lonely people. So we should be thankful, right?

Mila: Yes. 


