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Who are you and what organization do you belong to? 

Hello, good afternoon, my name is Lamine Sarr and I’m 
part of the Street Vendors Union of Barcelona.

What does it mean to be a mantero in Spain? 

Well, being a mantero in Spain, in Barcelona, is a challenge, because 
it’s a somewhat complicated life, because it’s the life of a person 
who doesn’t have their legal papers, who is excluded from the 
entire labor system, from the social and health care systems.

Why are most manteros men?

Well, there are more men than women on the street because there are 
also more men than women immigrating, here in Europe. And it’s also 
easier for men to work on the street because it’s a bit difficult, and also 
women may have more opportunities than men when looking for a job.

Where does the merchandise that’s sold on the street come from?

Well, the goods that we sell arrive here at Barcelona’s 
port, they’re distributed in department stores and there we 
purchase the merchandise and sell it on the street.

How much can be earned when it comes to street vending?

It’s difficult to predict that a person can earn a certain amount every day 
or every month because the merchandise one buys has no guarantee 
and can be taken away at any time. Also, when the merchandise is 
taken from you, you might get fined and you also have to go back 
to the street to sell in order to pay that fine. It is very difficult to say, 
because when I tell a person that I earn ten euros, they will calculate 
it for 30 days and they will think that I earn [ten euros] every day 
for 30 days and they will think that I earn 300 every month, but 
it’s not like that, because they take my merchandise and they give 
me a fine and I have to live, and I have personal expenses too.

What are the dangers of being a street vendor?

Well, everything is dangerous. When the mantero leaves his house, or 
even in his house, he is exposed to danger, because we know that the 
foundation of the union came about after the death of a mantero when 
the police entered his house, so, the mantero is always exposed to danger. 
He can die, he can go to prison or to jail, he can be deported too.
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What does the threat of the Detention Centers (CIEs) mean for street vendors? 

The mantero is a person who is exposed to all kinds of danger, because when they 
stop you in the street, anything can happen, whether you are selling or not. When 
the police identify you, anyone without papers can end their days in a Detention 
Center (CIE), and if you enter a CIE they can deport you to your country, because a 
CIE is a place [where] you don’t have rights, which is worse than prison, and [where] 
they do not respect human rights. In 2012, I’m not sure where, Idrissa Diallo died 
in a CIE and other people also died at other CIEs. There is also torture, there are 
people who torture them and deport them to their countries, and that is not seen on 
national television because they do not want to broadcast that type of information.

Why did you all decide to create a union? 

Well, in 2015 a colleague died in very, very unknown, very unfortunate circumstances, 
and that enraged many of us Senegalese who were living in Salou where the 
murder took place. And there were many confrontations between the police 
and all the people who were angry about the news of his death. And also 
people here came out to demonstrate. And from there came the formation 
of the union. And from this day we have begun to fight for rights, to make 
visible what is happening, what the mantero community is experiencing.

And why a union and not another type of organization?

Well, we decided on a union because it’s an organization that defends, it has the same 
challenges as any union, because what we do is denounce aggressions in the street, 
we pursue social projects, social solutions for these manteros, we create jobs and 
accompany people when they have trials and advise them on legal and labor issues.

What legal form does the Street Vendors Union have?

Well, the union has a legal form of an “association” because when we went to register 
it, we put the name “union” and they denied us the request, and we had to change 
the name to “association”, but we always keep the “union” name as a fighting name. 

What has the Union achieved since its founding in 2015?

We have achieved so many, so many things that we can’t name everything. The first 
thing we achieved was to change the prejudice that people, many people, had about 
us, because they always saw us as violent people, as people who lack intelligence, 
because they always dehumanize us. When we have created this, we have managed to 
make visible, disprove everything that was said about the manteros, change prejudices, 
and we have also been able to [get] them to recognize us, to respect us, so that we 
can sit down with authorities, with administrations to negotiate social plans, and we 
have also been able to help people with their legal paperwork, we have been able 
to form a cooperative that people can join and [that] will generate more work. We 
have also been able to create our own cooperative which is a cooperative of street 
vendors in Barcelona for manteros. And more than one hundred and twenty people 
who couldn’t get a one-year employment contract also benefited, they have been 
able to benefit from that. And we have also been able to create a brand, a brand 
that allows us to resist better, because with the association alone we can’t continue 
resisting, because we need to live, and with this brand we have been able to put 
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more than twenty people to work, up to twenty-five, and we have done many projects 
that have surprised a lot of people, with many actions. We have participated in many 
struggles, and [we have] gone to Congress to defend human rights, even to Congress 
in Belgium so that they can learn about the obstacles related to immigration, about 
what refugees and migrants experience, and seek solutions for all those people.

What battle fronts do you have open?

The union has two battle fronts, the labor struggle and the creative 
struggle, because the brand allows us to be creative, resist, and convey 
our messages, because all the clothes we have are messages of labor 
struggle. It is a message that we want to transmit to the whole world.

What is the relationship between the Street Vendors 
Union and the Top Manta clothing brand? 

The union is an organization of the manteros, so the union is Top Manta, 
because the union is an organization that emerged in 2015, which 
many street vendors from different countries were a part of.

Why did you all decide to create Top Manta as your own trademark? 

Yes, because it was a big leap to create this brand, but if there hadn’t been a 
convincing fight over the years, the brand wouldn’t have been very successful. 
But thanks to the work we’ve done over these two years, when we created this 
brand it surprised half the world because when we created the brand all the 
big media companies in the world came to do reports, all of them, and that’s 
what allowed this band to be successful, and it allowed us to start working, 
to have a store, to set up our silkscreening workshop and keep working.

Thanks to the success of Top Manta you have managed to 
open a store in Barcelona. How was this experience? 

Yes, at the beginning we didn’t have enough money to open a store, we had 
collaborated with a bookstore that was here and we shared that store and, 
in the end, the bookstore left and we continued with the physical store.

Top Manta is a pejorative term used to refer to street 
vendors, why did you choose this name? 

The name Top Manta is a name people call us here to dehumanize 
us. We have chosen to turn the situation around and give value to 
that name, that’s why we have chosen the name Top Manta. 

What relationship do you have with street vendors in Madrid?

When the union was formed, we didn’t just stay by ourselves in Barcelona, 
we went to many cities in Spain so they could also form a union. And Madrid 
is one of the cities that formed a union and joined the fight, and right now 
they are collaborating with us and selling their Top Manta products.
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How do you organize yourselves internally and how do you act? 

The union is an organization that does not have a boss, it’s organized in assembly form 
in which everyone can have an opinion, and that is our strength. When there is an 
incident on the street, we go out to do a press conference or we use social networks, 
and if it’s necessary to hire a lawyer, we look for lawyers who can help us with the issue. 

Has anything changed since the founding of the Union? 

Well, if I understand correctly, before forming this union, there were more abuses 
because the police knew that these people did not know their rights well, but 
when we formed the union it has changed a lot, a lot, because now they know 
that many things could happen like before, because we have a voice and before 
we had no voice, and, well, we don’t think that we have achieved many things 
because we know that there is a very long road ahead of us and there is a 
monumental job, because there are many people today who still need advice, they 
need a work contract, and they need to live with dignity in a home and they are in 
difficult situations because right now the situation in the street is very difficult.

Is there anything else you want to add?

I think I have said everything that’s most important, because the first thing that 
interests us is respect, right? If you gain respect, dignity, the rest are benefits. 
Because what interests us most is that they respect human rights, respect us as 
citizens here, because we contribute a lot and work here, we spend [the money] 
we have here and we spend most of our lives here. So, the most important thing 
what we want [is] to be considered first as human beings and as citizens here. 

TopManta Ad 

Believe in yourself. If you want it. Go and take it. Faster. Higher. 
Stronger. Run. Jump. Follow your dreams. Just do it. 

(Speaker 2:) Life is not like a sneakers ad. We know that the race has 
pitfalls. We did not come only in search of a decent life for ourselves and 
ours. We came to change the rules of the game, to make them fairer for 
everyone. Because it’s not about just doing it, but about doing it well. 


