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Who are you and what relationship do you
have to Economistas sin Fronteras?

Elena Novillo: I'm Elena Novillo, and I'm from Madrid. | studied
Law and Business at Complutense University, and | have been
working with Economistas sin Fronteras for about 11 years.

Patricia Solaun: And | am Patricia Solaun. I'm from Bilbao. | studied
Economic Law at the University of Deusto, and I've been working
with Economistas sin Fronteras Euskadi for almost five years now.

Economistas sin Fronteras was founded in 1997 in Spain. In
what city did it start? Where did the idea come from?

Patricia Solaun: Economistas sin Fronteras was founded in 1997 by a group
of professors at the University of the UNED (National University of Distance
Education) in Madrid. The group realized that the economic model being
taught in the Economics Department was a model that lacked values. It was
a predatory and speculative model, and it was presented as the only one
possible. The group thought that there were alternatives, and that there
was another way to teach economics. They also wanted to recover the true
purpose of the economy — to satisfy the needs of all people — which was
being forgotten. That's how this project, Economistas sin Fronteras, began,
and it continues to this day, because the problem continues to this day.

Who inspired this initiative?

Elena Novillo: Neither of us was around when Economistas got started,
but most of the founding members maintain close ties to the organization.
The founding members who are still very involved in Economistas Madrid
are Juan Gimeno and Marta de la Cuesta, who are professors at the

UNED. Juan | believe comes from the legal field although he is also an
economist, and Marta from economics and business. And there were

more professors, too. | think there was someone from Euskadi as well.

Patricia Solaun: In Euskadi, one of the founding members who is still

a very active volunteer is Jesus Ochoa. There was also a group of other
members who are no longer very involved in the organization, although
we still have an annual meeting with these members — they aren't part of
the day to day operations, but we do send them a report with information.
They want to continue being somewhat informed without participating.


https://www.sendadecuidados.org/

Were the Madrid and Euskadi headquarters founded at the same time?

Patricia Solaun: The Euskadi headquarters of Economistas sin Fronteras was founded
about five or six years after the one in Madrid. It was started by a group of volunteers
in Euskadi alongside the Colegio Vasco de Economistas. To this day we still maintain
that relationship with the Colegio Vasco de Economistas, and there are people from
that group of volunteers who continue actively participating with us in Euskadi.

What type of organization is Economistas sin Fronteras?

Elena Novillo: Economistas sin Fronteras is a national organization. We have
headquarters in Cantabria, Euskadi, and Madrid. We're not a federation, we're
an organization with a single code — with a single CIF (Fiscal Identification
Code). And we work in different territories. That's not to say we don’t work on
a more national or even international level. What we do is work with different
entities that represent different territories. We do economics this way because
we're aware that working as a network in this field is fundamental.

Economistas sin Fronteras is a state organization that currently
has headquarters in Cantabria, Euskadi, and Madrid. How do
these three headquarters coordinate their work?

Elena Novillo: We're aware that our work has to have a local connection in
each one of these territories. Still, in each of the different areas of work we
have at Economistas — which are cooperation and awareness, social and
solidarity economics, and corporate social responsibility — in each one of these
spheres we have coordination meetings, not so much to coordinate action

as to share knowledge. We ask, “What are you all doing over there?”, “What
are we doing here?”, “What's being done in Cantabria?” Or even, “What's
being done in other places?” So that we can share that knowledge.

Is there a steering committee that coordinates work between the three headquarters?

Elena Novillo: About three years ago, we had an interesting internal organizational
process in which all of us workers decided to create a rotating steering committee.
We were working in a totally horizontal, participatory, and democratic way, and we
didn't have an executive figure. There wasn't really anyone at the wheel initially.

We did have an executive board made up of volunteers, but we didn't have that
executive figure — which we never thought we would need. There were certain
circumstances, situations, in which we found that we did need something like that.
So we created a participatory organizational process, in which volunteers, supporters,
and workers took part, and we decided to create a rotating executive committee
between the different workers who carry out the work of directing the organization.

Patricia Solaun: The coordinating committee facilitates the flow of information
and the more executive aspects of management, and it resolves things, makes
decisions when necessary. But almost everything is brought up during the
workers' meeting, which is monthly and in which all the workers participate.

How many people work on the coordination committee
of the organization? How are they chosen?
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Patricia Solaun: We do a rotation that doesn’t necessarily involve the entire group
but is instead staggered and voluntary. All of the workers sit on the coordination
committee voluntarily, and we try to ensure that there is representation from different
areas because that also facilitates the flow of information. The idea is to make
sure we have representatives from different areas. This system is really allowing

us to take ownership of Economistas in a new way. | think we all felt a sense of
ownership over the project before, but not necessarily over the managerial side.
So it involves seeing things another way and getting involved in things that can be
tedious but also ensure the sustainability of the organization. It's very interesting.
And also, like Elena said, we started it about two and a half years ago and it has
largely coincided with the pandemic, and in my personal experience participating
on the committee, it's been a space where we look after one another, during

a time when we were working and we would only see each other occasionally

to deal with anything that came up. We were seeing the same small group of
people regularly, every 15 days. Even beyond the work of management, that
became a space for looking after one another, and it remains one to this day.

Elena Novillo: We'd say that we continue to function in an autonomous way. There are
the two main offices, with contracted personnel, which are Euskadi and Madrid. Both
offices function autonomously, and they also coordinate with one another. As for the
different areas of work, we work autonomously. What we now have in common now is
the more administrative aspect of our management and our strategic decisions, that
more transversal part, which was necessary. That was a long time coming, really. And

| also think that at a territorial level, the periodic worker meetings have been really
good for us. Those started a while ago, before the committee, but they used to happen
less regularly. The periodic meetings allow us to have this permanent space between
Euskadi and Madrid, where we can coordinate, and where we can come together, too,
not just for technical reasons but also, as you said, to chat about what's going on for us.

Can any person or group start their own branch of
Economistas sin Fronteras in their community?

Elena Novillo: This is somewhat related to what we understand by growth in our
organization. Right now we don't have a strategy for territorial expansion because
we're a medium-sized organization. We have about 200 members, about 60-

80 active volunteers, and about 13-14 workers. And as far as territorial expansion,
each of the offices has a lot of work, so we probably can't add more right now,
with the number of people we have currently. Our growth happens more through
alliances with stronger organizations in other territories. For example, in Catalonia
there is a student organization called Posgrados, which we work with a ton,

or there are the REAS [Networks of Alternative Solidarity-Based Economics] in
different territories. We work with REAS Aragoén, with the University of Zaragoza.
We rely on stronger organizations in other territories and work as a network.

We don't really have the strength to grow. So, if you're in another territory and
want to participate in Economistas, then we can collaborate. We'll talk.

Patricia Solaun: There's always the possibility of opening new branches
or territorial offices because, as Elena said, we understand that when
we work locally it has to be based locally, so the possibility is there. But
right now we are in a moment and a process of trying to take care of
our existing branches. So it's possible that a new branch could emerge
naturally, but it would have to be something that shows up on its own.
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What is the legal status of Economistas sin Fronteras?

Elena Novillo: Well, a nonprofit organization isn't a recognized legal status in and of
itself, it's more of an organizational classification. We're an organization that doesn't
have profit as its end goal. We don't work towards it. That's the categorization.
Legally, we began as an association and two years later, in 1999, the foundation came
about. So we have this double legal status which is pretty unique. The majority of
our economic activity goes through the Foundation, which has a board of trustees.
But of course we don't like the Foundation as a legal category because, although
it's a legal category within social economic laws, it isn't a democratic organization.
Foundations don't have to be democratic, they can be pretty top-down. So we

keep the association, which is where our main decisions are made. We have an
assembly of members, an executive board, that serve the purpose of democratizing
our organization. So that's where we make the main decisions, the strategic ones.

Elena Novillo: In the process of organizational change that we underwent, this was
something that came up constantly — “What represents us most day to day?” — a
workers' cooperative, a nonprofit cooperative, a mixed cooperative, or simply being
an association. A lot of us liked the idea of leaning towards the association because
it's really what guides us the most day to day. We don't see the foundation. We
don't really keep it in mind, but in the end because of our trajectory and the type of
projects we do, a long line of our projects are tied in some way to the foundation.
So it's mostly an administrative issue: If we lose the foundation, we lose that whole
history of projects. Plus changing our legal status would be tedious. Keeping double
legal status is somewhat tedious, too, but we're familiar with it, so we keep it. We
prefered to make more practical changes, like creating the committee and doing
some housekeeping at the group level, since we organize our working groups
ourselves, instead of changing the legal status, which was more of a formality.

On your website, you describe four areas of work at Economistas sin
Fronteras: cooperation for development, social and solidarity economics,
education for development, and corporate social responsibility and ethical
investments. Can you explain the origins of this distribution of topics?

Elena Novillo: Economistas emerged from Economics departments that were
worried about the direction that economics teaching is moving in, so one of the first
areas of work was education. Education for development. How do we transform,

or how do we limit this tendency towards teaching economics from a neoliberal
perspective — an economic perspective that is so limited and so inadeqguate for

the challenges that we currently face? So this area of work was the first due to the
type of people that were involved in Economistas. The next area to emerge was
corporate social responsibility, which in turn created the Observatory of Corporate
Social Responsibility, an external organization of economists, but one that has close
ties to our organization. And finally the area of social and solidarity economics
emerged, which when it was first created was called the “small business incubator.”
It came about in part out of a desire to support female entrepreneurs, mostly here
in Madrid. This area emerged sometime around 2003. It's an area that I'm closely
connected to, and this area has undergone a very significant process of transformation
because it's tied to movements of transformative economics at the territorial level.

Patricia Solaun: In Euskadi we mostly work in the areas of education and social
and solidarity economics, although we also discuss corporate social responsibility
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as a concept and have had a few workshops that talked about it. But we mostly
work on those two. All of the people who are a part of the Euskadi branch work in
both areas because they are closely connected. In our educational work we analyze
the environmental and socioeconomic impacts of the current economic model and
propose alternatives. Social and solidarity economics is the more practical part,
putting alternatives in practice. And we connect the two mainly through courses that
have to do with entrepreneurship. When we talk about entrepreneurship, we talk
about it from the perspective of social and solidarity economics. So pretty often we'll
do activities and we won't know if they fit solely in the area of education or in the
area of social and solidarity economics. And to us it doesn't matter all that much.

Elena Novillo: They're essentially boxes, ways to package different ways of doing

or thinking about things. So, as Patri pointed out nicely, that part about how the
current economic system functions and how to generate a critical perspective —
well, we categorize that as “Education for Development.” But really it's more that
we want to encourage people to have a critical perspective on the economy, and
it's this more practical aspect of “How do we get to this different economy?” So in
response to that question, we talk about entrepreneurship or business consolidation
or how a time bank works. That is, it's a bit more of a practical approach.

How many people have been hired to work for the organization? What
does working mean in the context of Economistas sin Fronteras?

Patricia Solaun: There are currently 13 contracted workers. Right now
4 of us are at the Euskadi office, and the rest are in Madrid.

Elena Novillo: We have people who started 3 years ago and people who have been
working with the organization for 20 years. We'd say we're pretty happy. We have

a labor framework that was negotiated with the previous executive board. Before
the committee we negotiated an agreement — an internal labor framework that
improved the conditions of the collective agreement. That's also important to us.
The truth is we don't really think we could fight for a fair economy if we didn't have
good working conditions, within the margins of what we see as decent wages and
conditions. But | do think this idea of working with dignity and taking care of each
other within the organization is something that matters to us. That is, within the
organization we try to take care of one another and respect one another as workers.

Patricia Solaun: For us workers Economistas is also a space for personal and collective
growth. To me it's a luxury to be in a space where you work for what you believe in, but
you also have the ability to do the work the way you want to, and propose new things,
and involve new people because you believe in a given collaboration. Each worker

has a lot of decision-making power, which doesn't exist in many other workplaces.
What Elena said is true — we want to guarantee good working conditions that meet
our workers' needs. But that other part of personal autonomy and participation and
room to experiment a little, having this little laboratory where we can try things out

and give out all — that's also a part of the working conditions that we appreciate.

Elena Novillo: We give a lot to Economistas — but it also gives a lot back

to us. I've always thought of it as a two-way relationship, and that's how it
should be. | think that's why we've all stayed working here for so long.
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How are workers’ salaries funded at Economistas sin Fronteras?

Elena Novillo: We have three main sources of funding. One is funding from
members. There is also public funding, which is the majority — I'd say it covers
about 70-80% of our funding at different levels: EU, national, autonomous
community, and municipal. And there's some private funding. To receive private
funding we have a corporate social responsibility rule within the organization
which has to do with investigating where those funds come from. Not everything
meets our criteria, and some work areas cannot receive certain funds.

Can any person join Economistas sin Fronteras?

Elena Novillo: At the level of individual members there is no limit on how few — or
how many — there can be. We hope that every person who wants to give financial
support to Economistas — we'll talk about volunteering later — that financially

they can do that and feel like a part of the project through that connection. There
are institutional members, too. They have certain limits but, for example, there

are universities that want to partner with Economistas, and we're open to it.
Anybody can be a member of Economistas, and as Patri said, they don't have to be
economists or people who studied business or anything like that. They just have to
be interested in economics because the economy supports us and connects us all.

Patricia Solaun: And then as members these people can vote in the assembly and
make decisions and even get involved a little, or ask us for what they want as members.

Who are the volunteers for Economistas sin Fronteras and how do you become one?

Patricia Solaun: Recently, in Euskadi teleconferencing has been increasing, since
the pandemic has increased video calls in general, which has helped make
participation a bit easier — being able to combine projects and bring people
together quickly and regularly. Right now we have 15 active volunteers and several
projects. Volunteers normally get in touch with us through email because they've
seen our website or gone to a talk — or for a lot of different reasons. It's true that
we work in a field where there aren't a ton of opportunities to participate, so we do
understand that we're one of the few alternatives that exists, especially in that area
of participation. So whenever we get an email, we always respond, and we always
try to offer a chance to participate. It's true that it isn't always easy — because of
the workload, the dynamics, spots filling up. Sometimes we can't do it. A volunteer
requires time, and especially when they first arrive, they need some time to get
settled into the organization: its contents, the way we work, and everything. So we
can't always do it, but we recognize that it's our duty to offer those opportunities
to the extent that we can. We always try to, and we welcome all volunteers.

Elena Novillo: Here in Madrid we have also been a bridge to other social
movement organizations. | think we serve as an entry point for a lot of people
who are studying economics and business and feel let down by what they're
studying. They're looking for alternatives, and we show up. That's a pretty common
profile at Economistas, and of course that's how | ended up at Economistas.

Patricia Solaun: Me too!

Elena Novillo: You too?
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Patricia Solaun: Yes!

Economistas sin Fronteras is a member of the Spanish Development
NGO Coordinator. Can you explain what the Coordinator
is, how it works, and how you are related to it?

Patricia Solaun: We're part of the NGO Development Coordinator at the state
level and in Euskadi. NGO development coordinators are second-level platforms.
They group together various NGOs. In the case of the State Coordinator, | think
there are more than 500 NGOs that make it up. And in the case of Euskadi,
there are more than 80 organizations. Then the Euskadi Coordinator, a few
years after it was started, became a part of the State Coordinator as well. So
there are various connections. With the NGO coordinator we are working toward
achieving the social transformations we want to promote. We recognize that
NGOs can't do this separately, but together they can. It's also a space for everyone
to learn. Working groups are formed, and we can join the ones that interest us
the most. In our case, we're in the education group. | think it's called “Education
for Global Citizenship” in the state organization. In the Euskadi Coordinator, it's
“Education for Social Transformation,” but it's basically the same area of work.

In the “Networks and Campaigns™ section of your website, you mention that
you work with a significant number of organizations and associations. How do
these connections come about, and what do these collaborations consist of ?

Elena Novillo: Well, there's just no other way, | mean, we have a lot of different ways
or spaces in which people can participate. Perhaps the most representative ones,

the ones in which we're most active, are the NGO Coordinator and the Network of
Solidarity-Based Alternative Economics. But then we also have to work at the territorial
level, so we work with territorial organizations with different purposes, for example

the Network of Financial Education, networks dedicated to social activism in economic
subjects, such as the Network Against the TTIP, the Platform for Fiscal Justice. We're
more active in some of these organizations because we're involved in their content
areas, and in others we play a more secondary role. But we believe all these initiatives
play a part in what Economistas promotes, so we have to take part in them.

Patricia Solaun: Then beyond just participation, there are the Coordinator and

the REAS in each territory. We associate ourselves with other organizations that

are part of these networks and that work with groups who we also work with, or

who have the same goals as us. We find each other along the way, and we sustain
these collaborations, especially when we do similar work. So from there we do get
collaborations that we like to keep supporting. Collaboration for us is really a tool

for doing work because social transformation is a goal for us that we know can't be
accomplished alone. Beyond being a tool for our work, collaborating sort of becomes a
goal in and of itself. Because social transformation comes from that collaboration, right?

What relationship is there between Economistas sin
Fronteras and the labor movement?

Elena Novillo: There are unions involved in some of the platforms we're a part of,
and some people who are part of Economistas are also involved with unions. Just
yesterday in the film series we organize every year — this is its twenty-second edition
here in Madrid — the discussion panel and the film were actually discussing the
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role of women in the labor movement. It's a subject that matters to us. Unions are
entities that we believe are very relevant for society and that are becoming more
and more necessary. But we still don't have much of a relationship with them, not
on a practical level. We haven't created any projects together with unions, but that
doesn't mean we couldn’'t. We definitely could. | don't know about Euskadi...

Patricia Solaun: In Euskadi we were part of a network devoted to degrowth
and wellbeing, which was formed by three or four NGOs and a union.
So there is some overlap, but the relationship isn't very direct.

Is Economistas sin Fronteras invited to take part in policy
discussions at the national and local levels?

Elena Novillo: Due to our local roots we do get invited to discuss local and

regional topics, for example, on subjects of consumption or social and solidarity
economics. We've been invited to discussion panels related to these issues on
occasion. It's true that our work isn't as direct on the institutional level, but generally
speaking we do play a part, often through networks like the REAS and the NGO
Coordinator. Through these networks our statements often make it to those places.
At the national level, I'd say we have less presence in institutional matters.

Patricia Solaun: We don't make a political impact in an isolated way just as
economists, instead we do it as a network. Right now in Euskadi, Economistas
sin Fronteras, through the NGO Coordinator, is part of the Basqgue Board of
Cooperation. So we don't participate as much as just Economistas sin Fronteras
but rather as part of a network. We don't have a direct influence on policy. What
we work on is social activism. We come a step before policy. We try to produce
changes in people and in groups, so that they go a step further and make an
impact on policy. So we work on making a political impact through this network.

Elena Novillo: For example, with the Fiscal Justice Platform we can directly
impact policy, or through the REAS. Political proclamations get generated that
way. But we are most clearly involved in education. Like Patri said, in that part
that comes before policy, in which people start to see economics in a new
way and understand economics differently. That part is more of our focus.

You have mentioned your connection to the Network of Solidarity-Based
Alternative Economics (REAS) a few times. Can you explain what this
network does and how Economistas sin Fronteras is connected to it?

Elena Novillo: REAS is the Network of Solidarity-Based Alternative Economics. It was
started around the same time as Economistas sin Fronteras. It's a network of networks.

It has different territorial offices as well as international networks. So it's international,

a global social movement. Why was REAS started? Well, there were very atomized
experiences of alternative economics in different territories, with little capacity for change,
which created small and isolated groups. What REAS does is bring these groups together.
In the process of uniting us, tools that make us stronger have emerged. These tools can
be, for example, the charter of the Constitution of Social and Solidarity Economics, our
Magna Carta. It lays out the principles for solidarity-based economics, which Economistas
and all the other organizations subscribe to, and it includes the principles of local
development, transparency, equity, and environmental commitment. We have other

tools like territorial social markets, which create spaces for cooperation, markets for
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exchange, economic support for these initiatives. There are processes of social auditing
and social balance based on this charter of principles. Through these processes we apply
the charter internally within our projects, and we publicize these principles and keep
growing in these practices. REAS is a meeting space and a place in which organizations
that share these principles can come together. Economistas sin Fronteras has been part
of REAS since at least 2010. At the territorial level, we participate in the executive boards,
the steering committees, and other administrative bodies within those entities. The

thing is, on a practical level, what we propose in Economistas lines up with what REAS
proposes. When we talk about building a new economy, we try to bring other initiatives,
entrepreneurial projects, and companies together to move towards this economy.

Patricia Solaun: And as far as our relationship with REAS Euskadi, for
example, bringing it down to the level of the Basque Country, we're part of
a project right now, the Ekonopolo, which was started by the city council of
Bilbao and REAS Euskadi. It's meant to be a site for innovation in solidarity
economics. We share this space with REAS and other groups in the network.
We have very direct, active, continuous participation in this network.

You have talked about the Platform for Fiscal Justice. What does this platform do?

Elena Novillo: Various organizations that are concerned with the tax system —
worried by the lack of transparency and by how unjust the tax system can be at
times — joined together to oppose it. So it's a movement, a platform made up of
organizations that have a direct impact on policy. They want people to understand,
on one hand, that our fiscal system can be unjust, and also to understand why a fiscal
system is necessary for stabilizing the welfare state and for reducing inequality.

Patricia Solaun: It's a platform for fiscal justice that tries to bring together regional
platforms with the intention of grounding proposals at the territorial level. In Euskadi,
there is a different fiscal system, the foral, which combines the state and territory.

So it's a little more complicated. But the idea behind redistributing wealth is the
same, and our participation is guaranteed through volunteering. We consider it
important to be a part of these platforms, but of course we only have so many
resources. Right now we have a volunteer who is familiar with these subjects,

so that person follows this platform. Participation in other platforms is similar.

You've got to have resources available, and people who want to participate.

Elena Novillo: An activity that was really important to me is one that we organized in
the areas of Entrepreneurship and Social and Solidarity Economics, which was linked
to the Fiscal Justice Platform. The activity explained taxation and remuneration from
a more global perspective, but also as a practical part of the internal fiscal system

of a business. | thought this connection was really interesting because it showed

the broader view of why paying taxes is necessary, and then grounded it in the
practice of paying them. Because many initiatives, no matter how much they believe
in that idea of remuneration, say that they don't pay it. | think this activity was an
example of how we take both a global and local view, of theory and of practice.

Does a dialogue exist between Coop57 and Finanzas Eticas
and Economistas sin Fronteras and the REAS?

Patricia Solaun: In the cases you just mentioned, Coop57 and Finanzas Eticas are
both involved in REAS. REAS has a range of sectors that is very extensive. One of
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them is the finance sector, and for us that's an essential area — a very influential
sector for everything having to do with social markets and REAS. From there,

a lot of impactful activities are coordinated. When we talk about consumption
we're also talking about finances. That's important too. A lot of the time we talk
about “Where do we consume?” but we don't think “Which bank do | consume
at?” But that is consumption. So they're a part of REAS, and we coordinate with
them through that. At Economistas Euskadi, we helped start a network for critical
financial education called Finantzaz Haratago, and Coop57 was a part of it. They
have since left. But Oikocredit, Elkacredit, and Economistas sin Fronteras are all
part of it. It is also part of RedEFES (Network for Education in Ethical and Solidarity-
Based Finances), and all of that is structured and coordinated through networks.

Is there a federation of initiatives dedicated to
transformative economics in the Spanish state?

Elena Novillo: | think that exists in a certain sense. That is, we can always improve

our coordination, but we do have REAS, a network of networks, which functions as a
federation of transformative economics, and we are coordinated. And then the different
REAS are grounded in different territories. But yes, we'd say that in the area of business
creation and support it's clear to us what the tools are, what the means of support

are, and which public institutions will support the process at different levels. Then at
the sector level, within each of the initiatives we've generated spaces for collaboration.
These collaborative spaces are usually pretty strong, depending on the moment and

on which initiatives are being carried out. But within this apparent chaos there is order.
We have coordination, and we know each other. We know how to work together, who
to call and what for. So in that sense | feel good about it. This federation that now
exists came out of the social and solidarity economy. And there are also networks,
organized platforms at the state and regional level, that are coming out of the third
sector and the frontline of advocacy, movement, and education. | think the networks
help us articulate ourselves and complement each other, rather than being redundant.

Patricia Solaun: Yes, and to coordinate and learn. Because a lot of working in a
network is exactly that: telling each other things, learning and building together.
It's not just | learn from you, you learn from me, and we stop there. We take
what you know and what | know, we combine and share it, and that creates
something bigger, richer. That's what the networks we are a part of are like.

Thinking about your experiences, what would you say are some
of the challenges that come with working in a network?

Patricia Solaun: I'd say that having lots of different spaces makes this work
difficult. Sharing, telling each other, knowing what to share, when to share

it or whether it is interesting or what it contributes. And then there is trying

to be in all of these spaces. In the end it's impossible for a person to be in
multiple places at once, so coordination has to increase at multiple levels. But,
this is a job in which we continue learning. It's difficult, but it's very useful for
building something greater. We see that it makes sense to work this way, so we
dedicate time to it and continue learning. We continue to coordinate ourselves
better and faster and more easily. It's not without effort, but it's worth it.

Elena Novillo: | think all this interconnected work is affected by the political institutional
context, the present moment, and the current state of other grassroots organizations.
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All of this has an effect and shapes our conditions, that's a reality. In Madrid we're the
product of a process that had a lot of support, both on paper and in practice. There's
a lot of support for transformative economics movements. And we realize that if that
support isn't continuous or isn't used strategically, if that support isn't longer-term and
non-partisan, it can actually weaken us instead of making us stronger. So it's really
important to connect our movement to an agenda of international development,

to the 2030 Agenda. We work with a more far-reaching view, longer-term than

just the current political context. Because if we don't, of course, organizations can
come to depend on funds that can be cut at any moment. That's really dangerous
because then we'd no longer be an NGO or an organized social movement, we'd

be more like a part of an institutional movement. And it's important to mark that
difference. We are an independent social movement from that standpoint.

From the perspective of Economistas sin Fronteras, what are
we talking about when we talk about economics?

Patricia Solaun: Like we said at the beginning, economics is the way we guarantee
that everyone has their basic needs met. It's true we often talk about economics as
being connected to the market, but that's a very reductionist understanding. And
unfortunately it's the one being taught in today’s curricula. Here, feminist economics
has taught us a lot. It teaches us to expand our perspective and understand the
economy as so much more. There is work that's made invisible, but it's still work.
There is work that's not done within the market. In the market we can talk about
employment, but work is something much bigger. Then we talk about the caretaking
economy and all of the support without which there could be no work, as it is
defined by conventional economics. So that's economics. If we talk about the
caretaking economy that sustains all of us, we see that we're all a part of it. Going
shopping, cooking, cleaning, taking care of another person, a child, scrubbing the
stovetop — At the end of the day that's economics, too. How could anyone think
that economics doesn't concern them? Of course it does. When you go shopping,
where you shop, why you shop, those are economic decisions as well. When we are
satisfying our needs and the needs of others, we're participating in the economy.
We could even say that in our way of interacting with one another, we're laying

the groundwork for one economic model or another. If we give primacy to mutual
recognition in our interactions, we're investing in an economic model as well as a
social structure that will define an economic model. If we relate to each other in

a hierarchical way, then we are creating a different type of economic model.

Elena Novillo: We suggest expanding the notion of economics in order to confront
an economic model that encourages us to act selfishly, to consider only our own
interests, to always act rationally and to ignore our planet's limits. I'm defining a sort
of homo economicus, which is the example studied in conventional economics. In
confronting this homo economicus, we propose a different type of person and a
different type of world in which we recognize clear planetary limits — We're not saying
this as economists, the science is saying it. As Patri mentioned, there is the invisible
reproductive economy that is integral to the productive economy — the reductionist
understanding of economics that gets taught and studied. Additionally, as people
we don't interact with one another selfishly, and we do care about what happens

in other places. So we stand by this much broader understanding of economics.

Patricia Solaun: An economics which, in addition to having a set of values, is
inclusive. One that understands that we as people are different, that we have very
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different starting points, that our differences are of benefit to society. But one

that also recognizes that we have to take appropriate measures to correct the
difference that exists today in people’s starting points, or to ensure an equality

of opportunities. So it would be an economy that makes us all participate, to see
how we want to satisfy our needs and even which basic needs are important to
satisfy. Because when we talk about conventional economics, we are often talking
about material things, about material wealth. But then there are feelings and social
relations, and those too are wealth. And there’s time, and having time is also wealth.
And so, what is a need — eating, or having time? — both of them? A lot of the
time conventional economics really limits our thinking when it comes to what we
need, what our needs are, and how to meet them. We envision a much broader
economy, one in which we determine how things should be by participating in it.

Elena Novillo: We have this slogan: “If you don't do economics, it will be done
for you.” We want people to understand how the economic system works,

SO we can imagine other economies and think about them collectively. With
respect to needs, going from Maslow’s hierarchy to the postulates of Max-
Neef, we have various needs that are equally important, everywhere and at
different times, and they go well beyond material needs. What's important

is how we satisfy them. The economy is how we satisfy those needs.

We often hear about transformative economics being divided into social and
solidarity economics, eco-feminist economics, and ecological economics.
Are they distinct models, or are they proposing the same interventions?

Patricia Solaun: | would say that social and solidarity economics has learned

a lot from feminist economics and ecological economics and from other
transformative economics that have a strong research base, although feminist
economics is also practical. But when it's time to specify how to start a business,
for example, from the point of view of feminist economics, social and solidarity
economics offers a space to do it — To carry out feminist practices, to say how we
understand an organization to be feminist, according to what feminist economics
proposes. As organizations in REAS we try to be feminist organizations, and we
work on that together. It's a space for putting into practice the ideas of feminist
and ecological economics. It's like a laboratory for feminist businesses.

Elena Novillo: You've described it perfectly. There's an umbrella of transformative
economics, under which there are different economic currents. Some are more
practical, others more theoretical. Some borrow from others and are interrelated.
There are community-based economics, economics for the common good, social

and solidarity economics, the commons. There are a ton of different names that
highlight aspects of the economy that they want to change in some way. Feminist
economics makes reference to the dependence on caregivers and the invisible part
of the economy that women carry out. Ecological economics emphasizes material
limits, the economy within the context of the environment, not the other way around.
Social economics influences legislation in our country and surrounding countries. It
has to do with how people are organized, how organizations function, this more social
emphasis within companies. Each of these currents creates a stream of knowledge
and practices which social and solidarity economics tries to collect and ground in
practice, within organizations and between people. Let's not forget that social and
solidarity economics calls us to consider the entire value chain, even consumption.
From extraction to production, distribution, funding, and consumption. So this whole
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variety of economies come together to represent an alternative economic model.

Do you keep in mind differences of age, gender, class, and ethnicity
when it’s time to plan social and solidarity economic proposals?

Patricia Solaun: As a matter of fact, in Euskadi we're trying to implement that
consideration right now. It's something that REAS is already thinking about. Right now
it's about trying to ensure that bias doesn't happen, because that middle-class social
bias is evident. We can't say it any other way. In the case of Euskadi, the Ekonoplo
project we mentioned earlier is actually located in San Francisco, an impoverished
neighborhood of Bilbao where there has been a lot of migration. We're working with an
entrepreneurial project based in social and solidarity economics, a migrant association
that backs entrepreneurial projects as a way to equalize opportunities for migrants and
also empower them and integrate them into society. At Economistas we try to provide
additional support because we already work with this organization and are located in
the same space. We want these ventures by migrant people to be aware that they can
be part of a social and solidarity economy, since they're already basing their ventures
on the REAS principles that Elena mentioned earlier. On one hand, we want to help
these people become aware that their ventures are and can be part of a solidarity
economy, and on the other, in REAS Euskadi we should be aware of and open to these
types of ventures. So we're figuring out how to do this work, but we are doing it.

Elena Novillo: The process in Madrid is very similar. In fact one of our first
entrepreneurial projects assisted Dominican women working as hairdressers in the
Tetuan neighborhood. It was one of the first collective projects that Economistas took
part in, and our small business incubator was born out of it. The accompaniment

of collective entrepreneurship projects initiated by migrants has continued from
there. In our training, activities, and projects we're very accustomed to having a mix
of cultures. That has definitely characterized us. One of our challenges has always
been trying to bring these people into social and solidarity economics because social
solidarity economics is a global movement, but it doesn't mean the same thing in
every country. People arrive with particular notions in mind. Our challenge is also

to bring social and solidarity economics to these people and bring these people to
social solidarity economics — to get rid of taboos, but also so that they mix together
in a certain sense. And | do think we've had some mixing of ideas. We feel good
about it in that sense. And then we've also mentioned platforms that have a broader
focus, the Platform for Fiscal Justice, REAS, the NGO Coordinator. But another
important task for our organization is working with local boards, regional spaces in
different neighborhoods of Madrid or different villages. We work with all kinds of
associations and organizations, many of the migrant organizations, depending on the
neighborhood. For example we're very present in community discussions in Tetuan,
which is something we could spend some time with because it is a super interesting
process of community development. And organizations made up of people who are
migrants participate too. | mean, not organizations dedicated to helping migrants
but rather people who are migrants themselves and have their own spaces.

What proposals does Economistas sin Fronteras have to
ensure that the public policy ecosystem responds to criteria of

responsibility for sustainability and eco-social justice?

Elena Novillo: We haven't mentioned it yet, but we want them to be consistent.
Public policy that's consistent with our understanding of development. We're very
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critical of this type of economy that grows infinitely and that is, of course, measured
through Gross Domestic Product, which is apparently the only way to measure the
wealth of a given territory. So we promote other ways of measuring wealth. In fact
we're working on a really impressive project with the NGO Coordinator, which is

the creation of an Index of Policy Consistency. What it does is measure different
countries with respect to how consistent they are with their focus on human rights.

On your website this year you published a downloadable report titled
“Diagnostic Research on the State of Economics Teaching.” The results of
this study reveal a lack of heterodox approaches to teaching economics
in university curricula. Can you discuss the results of this report?

Elena Novillo: Well, | think it's going to get even worse. More and more
courses on heterodox economics are disappearing, or rather —

Patricia Solaun: Yes, the Bologna Process resulted in cuts to a proposal that offered
somewhat heterodox alternatives. They weren't showing up so much in core curricula,
but they were available as optional courses, at least. With the Bologna Process those
have been taken out too. So now heterodox economics are considered more of an
optional subject or a complementary course, but they're given a lot less attention,
which also then invalidates them as proposals for change. Why is this happening?
Well, because ultimately universities are centers of power as well. Controlling
knowledge is a major form of power, and ultimately what's happening is that
sources of economic power are intervening in universities and making research work
precarious, which makes it harder to take a critical perspective. When an alternative
is proposed — for example, the Circular Economy — the idea gets appropriated

by existing centers of power and stripped of its transformative content. And so

this is what we're seeing. For example, right now in Euskadi it's like “The Circular
Strategy in Basque Country...” Well the Circular Strategy as it's being proposed still
has a growth paradigm behind it, which undermines the original proposal. So this
proposal appears to be environmentally sustainable suddenly, but it's not, and to
make things worse it has an outward image of being sustainable. That's almost
more dangerous than saying I'm not going to do anything. A report we did with a
group of professors at the Public University of the Basque Country talks about the
commercialization of the university-business and why that keeps happening.

Elena Novillo: | mean, to look for that alternative knowledge you have to go outside of
formal education. And | think one of our jobs is to condemn that and continue making
an impact through different platforms, so that doing that becomes less necessary.

Those of us who have studied economics from heterodox approaches
understand that the current social models operate under a totalizing and
inadequate capitalistic economic logic that guarantees neither the biophysical
sustainability of the planet nor social justice for the lives of various species,
human and non-human. Keeping in mind the backdrop of crisis and collapse
that we are experiencing, what is the responsibility of teachers and students
of economics, as well as economics experts, with relation to that situation? Are
you invited to universities or to high schools to explain and educate about the
possibility of expanding the field of economics with heterodox proposals?

Elena Novillo: Teachers invite us a lot, all levels of education, from secondary
schools to universities. There are a lot of educators that contact us directly, that
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follow us, that are part of many of our spaces. But especially in the realm of
public education, the job insecurity for faculty is pretty high. So that function of
criticism or incorporating different economics into the official curriculum requires
support from organized citizens through other platforms, because individual
professors are pretty tied up. And like Patri said, universities are spaces of power
that, if we're not careful, will be funded more and more by private multinational
companies, and they'll end up being playgrounds for ultraneoliberal economics.

Patricia Solaun: And then there is the neoclassical model which is taught as part of
an economics degree. The problem is that university professors present this model
as the entirety of economics, and | say this as a professor of economics. There are

a lot of students who later become professors and might not even know that this

is just one part of economics — There are some professors who don't participate
because of job insecurity, or because they don't want to take transformative

action, or because they can't — but for some it's just not knowing. They don't see
any alternatives because they think they have the full picture, but they don't.

Elena Novillo: They don't even study classical economic theories. There are various
different schools. They don't study those either, and we're not even talking about
transformative economics. They don't talk about what a keynesian focus is, what

a classical focus is, what a neoclassical focus is. They just offer some content
passed off as an exact science and say that's what happens on a societal level.
Social science goes the other way, it's not mathematics. So what's happening

is that economists, from the most professional spaces, are not capable of
confronting or predicting these crises. And they can't propose solutions for what's
happening on a societal level. Because that type of economics doesn't work.

Patricia Solaun: It doesn't work. We've seen it with expert panels that made
predictions that were contradicted in practice. And yet their expertise continues
to be validated. We also want to focus on that. Let's not give power to these
supposed economics experts because they aren't experts in economics,

they're experts in economic modeling, mathematics, a specific theory that is
inadequate. That expertise isn't valid, so let's not use it as a reference, right?

Thinking about how this lack of heterodox approaches to
economics is a pressing matter for our society, what are some of
your training activities in formal and informal settings?

Patricia Solaun: We have training workshops in formal education settings, and those
come mostly from educators that know us well, or through other people, or through
offers to contact us that we send out. They see that what we're doing is interesting,
and they open their classrooms up to us. Unfortunately it isn't usually a call from

the institution. It's individual professors that offer their classrooms to us, so we can
talk about having a critical perspective. That's one side of it. Then we try, as much

as possible, to keep the discussion going. So sometimes we propose a challenge:
Instead of just giving a talk, we'll also propose an activity that the students work

on throughout their class and then give a final presentation, for example. That's to
maintain a sort of continuity. We also lead activities that connect students with social
solidarity economics and with people who have ventures in a related field. We try

to find creative activities that bring different things together. We also consider what
they are studying, what year they're in, and what possibilities we have of saying
“Hey, you're all studying marketing, so why don't we come up with a marketing or
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communications plan for this person who is starting a business?” That would be one
of the activities that we call a “bridge” because it shows how things work in practice.

Elena Novillo: Yes, like service-learning. To add to what Patri said, we also create
materials that serve the faculty, so they can bring this to the classroom. We do this

in a lot of ways: manuals, group activities, audiovisual materials, games, computer
applications. Not too long ago we created a femenist economics app, which is really
cool. You learn about feminist economics by filling out a form. We're able to go
beyond just lecturing by using some other tools. At the university level, in addition

to discussions, class participation, and collaborating with different departments to
incorporate alternative economics into their classes, we had — until two years before
the pandemic began — a postgraduate course that we taught with the Network of
Alternative Economics and Solidarity in Management of Social Economic Businesses.
| think that's an important milestone for us because now it's part of the curriculum
offered at Complutense University, and we can't overlook that. As economists, or
heterodox economists, we shouldn't just be involved in formal education. We have to
also be in informal spaces, neighborhood associations, etc. We have to be everywhere.

Are there mechanisms or certifications that guarantee that a platform, a process,
or a product complies with the premises of social solidarity economics?

Elena Novillo: We'd say that we have a legal distinction at the state level that is not
enough, which is: if you have a certain legal status, you are part of a more conventional
social economy, which includes cooperatives, associations, and foundations. Of course,
this presents a series of serious problems, because we're seeing that the foundations
of private multinational corporations can, according to these laws, be part of the social
economy. So, at the level of environmental and social impact multiple certifications
exist, which leads to the problems of who has access to these certifications, which
organizations have the management and economic resources to access these
certifications. We've seen that this often wasn't going to help us at all. Here I'd like to
connect this with the goal of social transformation, which all initiatives dedicated to
social solidarity economics have. For me, that's key. Being part of or having created

an organization that not only is doing this in practice, but also has this purpose of
social transformation. For me, that's what separates some initiatives from others.

And so, how do you accredit that? Well, you do it by participating in other spaces.
Participating in platforms, in networks, and in movements, that are dedicated to social
transformation. And within the Network of Solidarity-based Alternative Economics,
there is a certification process that we talked about earlier, the social auditing process,
which tends to be an outside participatory certification. Which | think would be
interesting because right now we have a certification, from an internal auditing process
certified by the network, but it would be good to have a certification like Master 60,
from different representatives involved in the initiatives. There are other certifications as
well that are pretty relevant. For example, the triple balance certification which comes
from an organization called SANNAS, which deals with this triple balance — economic,
social, and environmental — which the organizations with this certification have to
comply with. There is another type of certification, the B Corp certification, which is

an international certification that | think gets more into another level of complexity

to get a certain certification. That is, there is also a question of scale. | think that the
bigger we get and the further we get from our territory, this certification maybe has
less value to me — that's more of my personal opinion — we say that we have to have
a very good internal organization so that organizations grow with these principles.
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Patricia Solaun: Like Elena said, it lies in the drive for social transformation.
If that doesn't exist, if that drive doesn’t appear in any part of the
proposal, well then we start thinking it's a different type of...

Elena Novillo: — It's window-dressing —

Patricia Solaun: . . .It's, of course, a different goal. Often when we talk about
certifications, sustainable labels, actually now there are sustainable labels with ODS
certification, for example. The ODS certification doesn’t force any legal obligation to

get the label. Under that umbrella, suddenly it's a label that complies with Agenda
2030 while requiring much less than a normal sustainable label, which isn't super
transformative either. There are two key points here. | think we can start by looking for
more information, because the key is looking for information. It's about who's proposing
the certification, if there is a big corporation or powerful organization behind it. If that's
the case, we're not going to trust it, because obviously they want to maintain their
power. They want to maximize their economic benefit at the cost of people and the
planet. They might take actions that have occasional positive impacts but those don't
reflect the overall activity of the company. This connects to the concept of corporate
social responsibility that we advocate for, that if it isn't in everything it doesn’'t mean
anything. If it's a separate department, it's useless. If you do something occasionally,
it's like saying “I'm going to buy some tomatoes at the co-op by my house today.” Is
that a transformative action? It's not if you only do it once. It doesn't mean anything.
So, those certifications may offer a specific label, on one hand. But on the other hand,
your activity may be investing in speculative funds, even though you have a sustainable
label to capture a more sensitive clientele. Your financing and income might come
from an unknown source. So we can't trust that right? It's about who's proposing it.

On the Economistas sin Fronteras website, we can find a wealth
of studies, formal and informal classroom materials, quarterly
information bulletins, etc. Can you explain these materials?

Elena Novillo: Most of our materials are available on our web page, which

is a little chaotic, but if there's a problem we can be reached by phone. We
have mostly materials, studies, tools to bring these economic concepts into
the classroom. But we also have a really powerful tool, the quarterly reports.
Those aren’'t so much a teaching tool. They're somewhere between outreach
and research. They're publications that we release quarterly that deal with
topics related to society, culture, and economics, and that tackle and delve into
each one of these themes. Not too long ago we had one that talked about the
digitalization of the economy. Our most recent one is about the pandemic...

Patricia Solaun: — and EU funds —
Elena Novillo: EU funds. And in fact pretty soon we're releasing one about
economics education in high school and FP (vocational training). Experts in their

fields write about the theme and submit their writing on a volunteer basis.

How can we collaborate with Economistas sin Fronteras
in its various spaces for participation?

Patricia Solaun: Everyone is welcome to get in contact with us through our
website. And then there’'s an editing committee for the reports that decides on
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the topics and when one topic or another is going to show up. Anyone who wants
to offer their research can do so by email and we can talk there, in that space.

Elena Novillo: | think what you've just mentioned is important, about different spaces
for participation in Economistas. We have various activities that we all participate

in at Economistas. They are for more than just the workers, and they have different
formats. One example is the film series that we organize every year, both in Madrid
and Euskadi, which is entirely organized by volunteers who participate in Economistas
as their space for participation. We have another way to participate, which is doing
interviews with relevant people and projects in the field of transformative economics.
All of these interviews are posted on a blog called La Sartén por el Mango. We also
have our own radio program. Right now we're doing a podcast on a radio station
here in Madrid. We've written for and collaborated with all different media. We have
a blog on El Salto and another blog on El Diario Punto Es. We lay out all these things
that we've been talking about in various alternative media outlets. And the whole
Economistas community, everyone at Economistas, is involved in this. Another space
is the reports. And right now in Euskadi | think there is also a book review project. . .

Patricia Solaun: . . That's actually an interesting project because it came from a
volunteer’s proposal. A volunteer was reading a lot of books because they were
working on their doctorate, and they said “I'm reading a ton of crucial books about
economics, and I'd like to submit something about it to the Economistas website.”
And we were like, “of course.” But then we thought, we could do a blog where
every month we add a book review and recommend reading material. That was a
project that was pretty easy to put in place. The volunteers are the ones who keep
it going, so really anyone can be a part of it. In fact we say that in the blog, that
you can contact us to say, “I've read this book and I'm going to write a review. Will
you publish it?” And we provide a format for the review so that it's organized, but
that's also a way to participate. In the same vein, we have a project called “Women
Reimagining Economics,” which is also run by a group of volunteers. Here we also read
publications, but in this case writing by female academics critical of the economic
model. It's similar, but instead of a review we do a profile of the author because we
want to make the author visible, that is, the woman herself. And we focus on her
ideas and her criticism, but also on her, too. These projects are open to everyone,
all the time. We try to build spaces of participation in which different groups can
find their own place. With the reports, we work a lot with university faculty, so often
the topic is chosen and then we see which professors can help. But it can be the
other way around, that the professor is the person who contacts us with a topic.

Is this a political project? If so, what kind of politics are we talking about?

Elena Novillo: Without a doubt, it's a political project because we're talking about
transforming society. And transforming society is also done through politics. We're
talking about a form of politics that, instead of being dominated by the economy, puts
limits on this powerful, commercialized economy. | think we're talking about that type
of politics, one that would put limits on the current conventional economic system.

Patricia Solaun: We often talk about putting the economy to the service of
people, rather than people to the service of the economy, and that would
be our politics. Economic policies that promote that, and policies that limit
the economy to what it should be, which again is a guarantee to meet the
needs of all people. It's also about understanding from a social viewpoint
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who we all are, and what needs we have. And again, participation. It's a type
of politics that really doesn’t make sense without citizen participation.

Elena Novillo: Yes, an inclusive politics that alleviates inequalities.
Did 15M have an impact on Economistas sin Fronteras?

Elena Novillo: For me, my generation was a part of it, of course. | joined Economistas
a year before the movement exploded. When it comes to levels of awareness and
reimagining the economic system, 15M was explosive, it was a bomb. Lots of people
in different places, questioning how the economy was operating, how politics was
operating, how society was operating. Rethinking it, participating in reflection,
organizing. It was truly transformative at the personal level and transformative for
organizations that were taking part. Organizations either tied themselves to it or

they didn't. For organizations like ours it was a breath of fresh air, because what we
were trying to do was actually happening. Things definitely changed. In fact, a ton

of groups and movements emerged around economic subjects like the Citizen Debt
Auditing Platform which still exists today, the Madrid Network of Solidarity-Based
Alternative Economics, which has grown and consolidated. In fact, Social Market status
appeared as a separate legal status. And we started finding and recognizing a lot
more economics groups. And like Patri said, sharing and growing in our approaches,
learning from each other. At this point we've learned a lot from 15M, but the new
generations barely know what 15M is. It's cyclical, and | think now we need another
movement to test us and inspire us again, to work together for that transformation.
Climate movements, headed by young people, could be one way. The feminist
movement today is also leading that transformation. | think we need another explosion.

At Economistas sin Fronteras what is your assessment
of the challenges that lie ahead for society?

Patricia Solaun: There's widespread discontent, and the danger is that people
could end up only looking out for themselves. Because insecurity is coming at us

at such high levels and at such a high speed that we can't know what will happen.
There's uncertainty, especially when we talk about employment for young people.
It's something that the young people who do internships with us tell us. They're

a generation with very little hope for the future. It's kind of like “What's going to
happen to me?” all the time. There's a fear that we hope doesn’'t become paralyzing
or isolating. We hope we can turn that fear into something that, like Elena said,
challenges us to act collectively because that's the only way. It's maybe a little arrogant
to say this, but we know this is the only way. It's not that we believe it. We know

it. It's the only way to make change, to make sure that we are all listened to, that
we all feel well, that we are happy. We either work together, or it's not possible.

At the Constellation of the Commons, we’re working to produce a collective, action-
oriented imaginary that encourages citizen participation in the coming eco-social,
polyethical, and economic transformations. Can you name some milestones of
Economistas sin Fronteras that contribute to the structural change underway?

Elena Novillo: | think in organizations like ours, which are seeking cultural change,
sometimes that work isn't as tangible. | can say I've noticed that most of the
advocacy groups that | attend now incorporate environmental social impact or
have a practice of internal reflection. | see that change. It's starting to permeate
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certain laws, laws regarding equality, sustainability. Now we have a secretary
for the 2030 Agenda, which is basically a governmental department.

Patricia Solaun: | also think that the hard part will be that we are pushing something
forward in the social sphere now, which we'll later see reflected in our institutions,

but even after that we have to stay vigilant. It's similar to the approach we have for
human rights. Institutionally you can have a declaration of human rights, but then civil
society and social movements have to ensure that those changes we've promoted are
maintained or get better over time. Mainly we have an oversight role for those changes.

What assessment does Economistas sin Fronteras have of the 2030 Agenda?

Elena Novillo: What the 2030 Agenda does is promote a series of goals for sustainable
development at an international level, to deal with the primary challenges that

the United Nations stipulates as challenges to making society more just, equitable,
sustainable. The process by which the 2030 Agenda was developed has been a
much more participatory process, involving organizations, social movements, and
different educational centers. We'd say it's been written with a greater consensus
from society. And it's more ambitious. It discusses sustainability, the eradication of
poverty, access to clean water, access to infrastructure, and decent employment.
What's interesting is that the 2030 Agenda also mentions growth as an objective.
So social movements and organizations like ours have to ask ourselves, “What is that
growth, and what type of growth is not going to favor sustainable development?”
Infinite productivity-focused growth is never going to be sustainable. | think that
Ecologistas en Accion does the most work on this, but they're not the only ones.

We of course support the development of clean renewable energy. But we have

to consider that we can't grow any more. We have to rethink how we satisfy

our needs and recognize that this rate of growth will never be sustainable.

Patricia Solaun: For us the 2030 Agenda appears to have good and bad parts.
We've also positioned ourselves to read the Agenda critically. The part that we
find really positive is that it offers, once again, a space for participation, a meeting
place, with many participants. It creates a common language, in which you can
knock on the door of a company to discuss the 2030 Agenda and give your view.
So it makes it easier to have those meeting places and to have dialogue. That's a
positive point. There's also criticism, aimed at that aspect of economic growth.

How do you maintain your enthusiasm and energy in the midst
of environmental collapse, crisis in the dominant civilizational
model, and a general state of political indifference?

Patricia Solaun: For me it's seeing that change is necessary. It's that necessity and
urgency for change that fuels my motivation to continue what we're doing. It's seeing,
unfortunately, how our work has become increasingly necessary over time. Another
source of encouragement and motivation is when the volunteers come and thank

us. Or when we give a talk, and after the talk a professor or student tells you, “That
was interesting. I'm going to read up on it.” All of that keeps us where we are.

Elena Novillo: It's really gratifying, broadly speaking, to do what we do. Because
of what Patri said, because of the people who surround us, because of the
people we know through our work, and because we can share the enthusiasm
for our goal of social transformation with a lot of people. Being able to do
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that through our work is fantastic — being able to distance ourselves from
that feeling of being alone that we started out with. For example, when | was
studying for my degree | thought, “This doesn’t suit me, and | want to meet
other people who maybe feel the same way.” | think it's a lot easier to do that
through organizations like ours. And we have a good time with it too.
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